George M. Krick
February 16, 1879 – August 6, 1964

FORMER MAYOR DIES THURSDAY

   Former Decatur Mayor George M. Krick, 85, died at 4:45 p.m. Thursday in St. Rita's Hospital, Lima, Ohio, following an illness of three days. He had lived in Lima, Ohio, since his retirement in 1949.
   The former Decatur mayor was born February 16, 1879 in Decatur, the son of Henry and Sarah Mangold Krick. His father was in the brick and tile business, and he worked with him, eventually becoming president of the Krick-Tyndall Tile Co. in the 1920's.
Long Time Mayor
   He was married to the former Mary Kleinhenz on June 26, 1906 by the Rev. H. Theodore Wilkin. He served as a Democrat on the Decatur City council from 1922-1925, and in the latter year defeated Avon Burk for mayor, 1,261 to 1,160. He was reelected in 1929 over Burk, 1,325 to 1,037. The legislature gave him an extra year in 1924, and he served nine years as mayor, longer than any other Decatur mayor. Ed Miller was his chief of police, and Jack Friedt his fire chief. Catherine Kauffman and Mrs. Alice Christen served as clerk, and city councilmen during the eight-year period included Fred Linn, Joseph Hunter, O. L. Vance, A.R. Ashbaucher, George Appleman and Herman Gillig. His treasurers were Luella M. Magley and Mrs. Ada Martin.
Retired in 1949
   His wife, Mary, died in 1948, and he retired to Lima, Ohio in 1949. They lived at 323 Line Street in Decatur. He is a former member of the Decatur Rotary Club, and was a member of the St Rose Catholic Church and Holy Name Society at Lima, Ohio, and the Elk's Lodge of Decatur.
   Mr. Krick was recovering from a minor surgery, and was in the best of spirits, when he suddenly lapsed into a coma Tuesday and was taken immediately to St. Rita's Hospital. He was living with his son and family until his injury.
   Survivors include his brother, Virgil (Pete) Krick, of Decatur; two sisters, Miss Agnes Krick of Detroit, Mich., and Mrs. Dallas Butler, of Fort Wayne; one son, Arthur William, of Lima, Oho, and two grandchildren. One brother Walter Krick, former Decatur school superintendent, preceded him in death.
Services Here Monday
   Friends may call at the Cantwell-Sweet Mortuary in Lima, Ohio, after 8 p.m. Saturday, and until 10 p.m. Sunday.  Funeral services will be held at the St. Mary's Catholic Church in Decatur at 10 a.m. Monday the Rt Rev Msgr. Simeon Schmitt officiating. Burial will be in St Joseph's Catholic Cemetery.
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George M. Krick.

   Identified in an official capacity with one of the more important industries of Adams County, George M. Krick, of Decatur, manager of the Decatur Tile Works, is an active member of the enterprising firm of Krick, Tyndall & Company, manufacturers of tile, and a conspicuous factor in the business life of this section of Indiana. A son of Henry Krick, he was born in Decatur, and has always made this city his home.

   He comes of thrifty German stock, the founder of the American family of Kricks to which he belongs having come from Germany to America in the early part of the eighteenth century, settling in Pennsylvania, where numerous of his descendants are still living. His paternal grandfather, John Krick, Jr., was a life-long resident of Berks County, Pennsylvania, where he was prosperously engaged in tilling the soil.

Born on the home farm in Berks County, Henry Krick migrated to Adams County, Indiana, in early manhood, settling in Decatur, which was then a mere hamlet. Beginning life at the foot of the ladder of attainments, he gradually climbed the hill of success, and by means of persevering industry and intelligent thrift acquired a competency. He is now living retired from active business, enjoying a well-earned leisure.

   Having obtained his elementary education in the public schools of Decatur, George M. Krick completed his studies in Columbus, Ohio, at the Ohio State University. Returning home, he began to learn the process of making brick and tile from clay under his father's instructions, and soon mastered its every detail. Proving himself proficient in his trade, and the possessor of good executive ability, Mr. Krick was made manager of the Tile Works, a position for which he is amply qualified by knowledge and experience, and in which he is meeting with eminent success.

   This plant was first established, in 1884, by Henry Krick. father of George M., who was engaged in the making of brick for about eight years. In 1892, having formed a partnership with the late Daniel Meyers and John W. Tyndall, began making tile on a very modest and limited scale at the old brick plant. The venture proving successful, the business was enlarged, and for a number of years was carried on under its original firm name of Krick, Meyer & Company. In 1898, Mr. Meyer disposed of his interest in the plant, and the business was incorporated under the name of Krick, Tyndall & Company, Henry Krick assuming the presidency, and Mr. Tyndall becoming secretary and treasurer. It was incorporated with a capital of $12,000, which was subsequently increased to $60,000. In 1913, George M. Krick was made a director in the concern, and given entire management of the large and rapidly increasing business.

   This company manufactures tiles of all sizes, from four inch to twenty-seven inch, turning out on an average about 1,800 tons a month, including building tiles, for which they have great demand in local markets. The company owns 120 acres of raw clay, from which millions of tons have already been taken, yet leaving a seemingly inexhaustible supply for future use. The products of the plant, in which thirty people are employed every month in the year, are all sold within a radius of 125 miles. A large share of the credit for the present prosperity of the tile works should be given Mr. Krick, who is managing its affairs most efficiently, and to the entire satisfaction of the company.

   Mr. Krick married, in Decatur, Mary Kleinheintz, who was born, bred and educated in Adams County. Her father, John Kleinheintz, a native of Ohio, came to Adams County, Indiana, soon after his marriage with Mary Martin, and for a number of years prior to his death, which occurred in 1914, at the age of sixty-four years, was in business in Decatur. He was a democrat in politics, and a member of the Roman Catholic Church, to which his widow, now living in Decatur, also belongs. Mr. and Mrs. Krick have one child, Arthur W. Krick, born September 16, 1913. Fraternally Mr. Krick is a member of the Ancient Free and Accepted Order of Masons, and of Kekionga Lodge No. 65, Knights of Pythias. Politically he invariably supports the principles of the democratic party.
Standard History of Adams and Wells Counties, Indiana, Vol. II, John W. Tyndall & Orlo Ervin Lesh; Chicago:  Lewis Publishing Co, 1918, p. 797-798.

