
Unnamed newspaper clipping dated Thursday, September 3, 1936 

 

ERNEST DRO DIES TUESDAY AT HOME HERE 

Well Known Printer Dies After 3-Week Illness; Funeral Friday 

 

 Ernest Dro, aged 52, widely known printer, and former manager of the Berne Witness 

Company, died at his home on West Main street at 2 o’clock Tuesday afternoon.  Mr. Dro was at 

present secretary-treasurer of the Berne Witness company.  

 Mr. Dro, who had been in failing health for several years became seriously ill while at work 

three weeks ago.  He suffered a heart attack and general breakdown, and was confined to his bed 

since.  He was in a coma since last Sunday.  His condition was critical several days last week.  On 

Wednesday and Thursday he showed improvement; only to grow weaker on Saturday and since then 

his death was just a matter of time.   

 The cause of death was given as acute bacterial endocarditis.  A (?) in the heart moved into 

the brain, causing encephalitis and paralysis. 

 Surviving are his widow, two daughters, Barbara Martha (?) and Mary Ellen Dro; his 

mother, (?) Emil Dro, two brothers, Ervin of Berne, Emil of California and two sisters, Mrs. Thomas 

Benton, (?) and Mrs. Lena Hall of Aurora (?) 

 Mr. Dro was born in Switzerland, November 27, 1883, son of Emil and Pauline Gerber Dro.  

He came to this country with his parents while a lad and after some (?) work, at the age of 16 (?) 

himself as a printer.  He was a printer throughout his life, very proficient and later became 

stockholder and affiliated as an (?) 

 He became secretary-treasurer of the firm in 1912 and continued in that office as a director 

until his (?).  He was named manager of the (?) when Fred Rohrer was appointed (?) master in 1928 

and served until 1931. 

 He was a member of the (?) formed church and served as (?) chorister for over 30 years, 

conducted many choirs in special (?).  He attended Moody Bible College at Chicago about twenty 

years ago studying Bible and music. 

 His first wife, Metta (?) whom he married on May (?) passed away February 10, (?) in the 

influenza epidemic. 

 On May 19, 1922, at (?) he was married to Miss (?) by the bride’s father (?) Kattman, a former 

Berne (?) survives to mourn his death. 

 No children were born to the couple but they took and reared (?) Martha Speicher, daughter 

(?) Speicher when her mother (?) several years later took (?) home from an orphanage. (?) “daddy” to 

both of them. 

 Preceding him beside his (?) are his father, two brothers (?) and Sam. 

 The funeral will be (?) morning at 10 o’clock at (?) Reformed church following (?) service at 

the home at (?) Rev. C.A. Schmid will (?) burial will be in the M….(cut off) 
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