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FUNERAL FOR CHRIS GILLIOM IS HELD TODAY 
Berne's Oldest Citizen Dies at Home Here Late Monday 
 
   Funeral services for Christian Gilliom, aged 92, Berne's oldest person who died at his 
home on West Bryan St. Monday evening, were held this afternoon at 1:30 o'clock at the 
home and at 2 o'clock at the Mennonite church, of which he was a member.   Rev. C. H. 
Suckau officiated, and burial was made in the M. R. E. Cemetery. 
   A large crowd attended the funeral to pay last respects to Mr. Gilliom, who was one of 
the best known men in Adams County. 
   Death followed four and one-half days after a severe stroke of paralysis which came 
last Thursday morning.  He had been unconscious since that time and was unable to 
take nourishment.  Up until Thursday, however, he enjoyed good health and only a few 
days prior, he took a walk, read and wrote some letters and conversed some on current 
problems. 
   Blind, for about one and one-half years, he underwent an operation at Fort Wayne 
nearly four years ago and through modern science and surgery, his sight was restored 
so that he was able to read and write with little difficulty.  The operation was for the 
removal of cataracts.   
   Born in Wayne county, O., August 23, 1844, the son of Abraham and Anna Hofstetter 
Gilliom, he grew to manhood in the Sonnenberg region.  He came to Adams county, 
Indiana, in 1865, long before the city of Berne was planned, and was a well known 
Wabash township farmer for 60 years.  He retired in 1919 and moved to his home here. 
   Soon after his first marriage, August 15, 1867 to Marianna, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. 
Peter S. Lehman, they moved to Hickory county, Missouri, where they lived for seven 
years.  The returned here and on September  21, 1896, his wife died, leaving him with 
eight children.  Three had preceded in infancy. 
   November 25, 1897, he married Mrs. Ezra (Barbara Sprunger) Neuenschwander, a 
daugher of Rev. and Mrs. Christian Sprunger, to which union three children were 
born.  His second wife preceded, passing away on February 12, 1934. 
   Children surviving from the first marriage are:  Mrs. Caroline Winteregg, Mrs. A. A. 
(Ida) Leh- 
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Christian Gilliom 
92 Years 7 Months 12 Days Old. 
 
The retired farmer died at his home on W. Bryan Street, Berne Indiana. 
 
He suffered a stroke of paralysis and been unconscious since that time. He had been 
blind for about one and half years. He underwent an operation in Ft. Wayne, In., nearly 
four years ago to remove cataracts. His sight was restored and he was able to read and 
write. 
 
Christian was born in Wayne co. Ohio, August 23, 1844 to Abraham Gilliom and Anna 
Hostetter Gilliom. He came to Adams Co. in about 1865, long before the City Of Berne 
was planned. He was a well known Wabash Twp. Farmer who retired in 1919, and 
moved to his home here. 
 
Christian moved to Hickory Co. Missouri, where the family lived for about seven years. 
They returned here on Sept.21, 1896. His wife died leaving him with eight children; 
three preceded in death in infancy.  In June 5, 1898, his 17 year old son died (Edward), 
having drowned in the Wabash River. 
 
Christian remarried Marianna Lehman and had three other children. Christian fathered 
eleven children from his first wife and three more from his second wife. At Christian’s 
death he had forty grandchildren, thirty-six great-grandchildren. Ten grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild had preceded him. 
 
Living brothers and sisters were Abraham, Elizabeth Raber, Sarah Soldner, and Daniel. 
Peter preceded him a few years ago. 
 
Cause of Death: Cerebral Hemorrage 
Death recorded in Book 21, Page 48 Adams Co. IN Health Dept., Decatur, IN. 
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