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Gordon M. Liechty, 55, Dies From July 2 Accident Injuries 

Complications stemming from critical injuries he suffered in an auto accident on July 2, took the life 

of Gordon M. Liechty shortly after 11 o’clock Monday night. Mr. Liechty, a prominent church and 

civic leader in the community and business man, passed away at the Adams County Memorial 

hospital where he had been a patient since August 9, when he was transferred there from Methodist 

hospital, Indianapolis. Mr. Liechty was 55. 

In the highway crash which took place near Muncie, Mr. Liechty suffered fractures of his skull and 

underwent neuro surgery. He was in constant care for several weeks and seemed to respond 

favorably until complications began to develop, which eventually proved fatal. He passed through 

two crises over the week end and on Monday evening a third one occurred which he was unable to 

survive. 

?ence and was also on the Board of Trustees of Mennonite Biblical Seminary at Elkhart. 

In 1962 Mr. and Mrs. Liechty volunteered under Mennonite Central Committee to go to Congo, 

Africa, to work on a poultry project to help relieve the food famine among the Congelese. After about 

seven months of work there, revolution in Congo erupted and they were obliged to terminate their 

mission. Returning to the states, he did a substitute work to help the food situation by working in 

Pennsylvania in organizing CROP. Returning here, for some time he served as a CROP organizer. 

Mr. Liechty was on the original committee which organized Camp Friedenswald and selected the 

camp site, a Central District project. 

In business, Mr. Liechty was one of the owners of Berne Hi-Way Hatchery and also owned a sizable 

poultry operation on his farm north of town. He sustained heavy losses there in the tornado which 

wiped out all of his improvements and has since rebuilt. 

He was a member of the Chamber of Commerce and the Rotary Club and has served as an officer in 

these organizations being the immediate past president of the Rotary. 

Mr. Liechty was a member of the First Mennonite church and has been a pillar in the church. At the 

time of his death he was a member of the Board of Deacons, the Advisory Council, Sunday school 

Bible class teacher, mid-week teacher, has served as superintendent of Sunday school, has been a 

member for many years of the Mennonite Men’s Chorus and the Mennonite Choral Society and was 

president of the latter organization at the time of his death. 

 Born on May 2, 1911, in Monroe township, Mr. Liechty was a son of Jerry and Emma Mosser 

Liechty. On Oct. 7, 1934, he was united in marriage with Minda Flueckiger, who survives with the 

following children: Mrs. Merritt (Ruth Ann) Gardner of State College, Pa., Mrs. Ronald (Doris) Lora, 



Columbus, Ohio; Curtis of Indianapolis; Mrs. Paul (Marjorie) Ropp, of Ann Arbor, Mich. and Jean at 

home. There are also three grandchildren. One son Jerry, preceded him in death in infancy. 

 Two brothers and seven sisters survive. They are Howard M. Liechty, Ridgewood, N.J., 

Herman and Berne; Ruth, Mrs. Howard (Naomi) Gilliom, Mrs. Dennis (Orpha) Steomer, Mrs. Jerome 

(Dorcas) Nussbaum, Mrs. Orison (Miriam) Sprunger, all of Berne; Marie of LaFollete, Tenn., and Mrs. 

Kenneth (Anne Barbara) Neuenschwander, of San Antonio, Texas. 

 Because Mr. Liechty’s family wishes for his relatives and friends to remember him as he was 

while active about the church and community, there will be no viewing of the body. 

 A private burial service was held this forenoon at M.R.E. cemetery, with the pastors, Rev. 

Gordon Neuenschwander and Rev. Gerald Stucky officiating.  

 A memorial service for Mr. Liechty will be held at 2 p.m. Thursday at the First Mennonite … 
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