
JAMES K. MARTZ, engaged in farming and stock-raising in Monroe Township, where 
he resides on section 15, is a son of Henry Martz, one of the early settlers of Adams 
County, Indiana. He was born on his father's homestead in Monroe Township, Adams 
County, the date of his birth being May 1, 1846. He grew to manhood in his native 
township, receiving the benefits of a common-school education. He helped his father on 
the farm until 1866, when he went to Ohio, and for two years was engaged in the 
lumber business, and also spent two years in the pineries of Michigan. Mr. Martz was 
united in marriage, November 17, 1872, to Rachel A. Hahn, who was born August 22, 
1852, a daughter of G. W. Hahn , who settled in Monroe Township, Adams County, in 
an early day. Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Martz - Ida V., born May 22, 
1874; Lillie F., born August 23, 1876; Mary J., born May 23, 1879; Daisy D., born 
December 4, 1881, and Webster C., born December 10, 1884. Immediately after his 
marriage Mr. Martz on his farm on section 15, Monroe Township, where he has since 
resided, his farm containing 160 acres of land under good cultivation. In politics he is a 
Democrat. He was elected by his party a member of the central committee in 1876, 
serving for six years in that capacity. 
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JAMES K. MARTZ. 
   For more than a half century the name of Martz has been prominently associated with 
the development of Adams county.  Particularly is this true of Monroe township.  
Henry Martz, the father of the subject of this sketch, was one of the earlier settlers in the 
township and a man who took an exceedingly active part in the affairs of the township.  
He was born in Pennsylvania in 1792 and grew to manhood in that state.  When the 
new republic was called upon to defend its political integrity against the mother 
country he offered himself as a solder and fought throughout the war of 1812.  When 
the war ended and the country was again at peace he moved to Ohio, where he lived for 
a time.  In 1840 he brought his wife, who was Catherine Lydick, to Indiana, and located 
in Monroe township, Adams County.  He entered land from the government and lived 
on his tract secured until his death in 1870.  His wife survived until 1884.  Both are 
buried on their homestead.  After coming to Indiana he devoted his time and energy to 
improving the rough land he entered and he lived to see the farm transformed from a 
wilderness to a fine estate, well improved and productive.  He was a man of 
considerable importance in his community.  He took an active part in all township 
affairs and the first election held in Monroe township was held at his house.  For the 
first fourteen years he lived on his farm his home was a log house.  The he tore down 
later and erected a fine frame house.  His farm of one hundred and forty acres was a 
fine tract and in addition to farming he conducted a private postoffice for a number of 
years. 



   There were thirteen children born to this hardy pioneer and his estimable wives.  
James K. Martz was born May 1, 1846.  He was a son by his father's second wife and 
was reared on the homestead in Monroe township.  He spent his youth much as other 
boys did in his day and attended the schools of the district in which he lived and 
secured as good an education as was possible in that day and section of the country.  He 
worked on his father's farm until he grew to manhood and then he spent two years in 
the Michigan woods as a lumberman.  He also engaged in building the Grand Rapids & 
Indiana Railroad from Monroe to Berne when that road was extended.  In 1872 he 
purchased a farm of one hundred and twenty acres in Monroe township and in the 
same year was married to Miss Rachael Hahn, a daughter of George and Elizabeth 
(Swiger) Hahn.  His wife's parents were born in Ohio and came to Adams county early 
in their lives and followed farming.  Her father is still living at the advanced age of 
eighty-two. 
   When Mr. Martz purchased his land it was unimproved and represented a vast 
amount of labor before it could be made productive.  However, he went to work and in 
a short time he had cleared the greater part of his land and had it under cultivation.  
Today his estate is one of the best and most productive in the township.  All of the land 
is cleared with the exception of fifteen acres, which is in timber.  Recently Mr. Martz 
refused an offer of fifty dollars an acre for his timber.  He has many many 
improvements on the land since it came into his possession.  The tract is well drained 
and fences and the buildings are substantial and commodious.  In addition to a general 
farming business he raises swine and cattle of good strains.  He also has a large flock of 
more than a hundred sheep and lambs.  He is a public-spirited man is one who takes a 
keen interest in the affairs of his township.  He is a Democrat in politics and served for 
about ten years as a member of the township advisory board and has been instrumental 
in securing pike roads for the township.  His country place is located two miles south of 
the village of Monroe and is considered one of the most attractive in the township. 
Mr. and Mrs. Martz are the parents of nine children.  Of these children two are dead, 
Jonathan and Oliver.  Those living are:  Ida, Lillian F., Mary, Daisy, Cleveland, Clem 
and Josephine.  The latter two are twins. 
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