
Abraham J. Moser. The best measure that can be applied to the value of any business or 
individual is the degree of service rendered. From that point of view one of the most 
valuable citizens of Adams County for a long period of years has been Abraham J. 
Moser. Mr. Moser had by inheritance a certain inclination and ability at mechanics and 
machinery. He applied it early in life and gradually the demands upon him were more 
than could be supplied by his own work. He finally opened a shop at Berne and there 
for many years has conducted the chief business of its kind in that section of Adams 
County and is now president of the A. J. Moser & Company, performing a wide range 
of service, heating, plumbing, general machinery work and repair, and also automobile 
dealers and garage proprietors. 
 
Mr. Moser represents one of the original Swiss colonies in Adams County, and his own 
birth occurred in French Township November 27, 1858. He spent his early life on a farm 
and acquired his early education in the district schools. At the age of nineteen he left 
home and for a number of years did work as an operator of threshing outfits. He 
gradually developed his skill to a point where he was almost constantly employed as an 
engine machinist, and his services were called to look after broken down engines all 
over this part of the state. He was kept exceedingly busy and found it difficult to 
perform a maximum amount of work since so much of his time was used up in 
traveling about from place to place. In order to conduct his business more efficiently he 
therefore moved to Berne, and opened a shop to which much of the work requiring his 
attention could be brought. He also hired help, and for one year rented his quarters, and 
then constructed a shop of his own, a building 70 by 40 feet on Main Street. Here for the 
last ten years he has done a large and flourishing business in the various lines in which 
he is expert, as a general machinist, heating and plumbing operator, and has in recent 
years gradually adapted his business to the needs of the automobile industry. The 
business was incorporated in 1904, Mr. Moser as president, and is now operating with 
$30,000 capital. 
 
Mr. Moser's grandfather Peter and the father Jacob G. Moser were both natives of 
Switzerland. Jacob was born in 1833, and when about three years of age Peter Moser 
brought his family to America. Leaving Switzerland, they embarked on a sailing vessel 
at Havre, France, and after a voyage of thirty-six days landed in New York. Thence the 
journey westward was made up the Hudson River, over the Erie Canal to Buffalo, by 
lake boat to Cleveland, and down one of the Ohio canals to Wayne County. A year later 
a sturdy pair of oxen drew a wagon loaded with the goods and family of the Mosers 
through the woods and over the rough trails and roads to Adams County. Their 
destination was a tract of Government land, heavily wooded, and without an acre in 
cultivation. Peter Moser spent some time in picking out his farm and selected the 
highest land he could find in order that his house and fields might be out of the water 
which at that time covered a large part of the county many months of the year. To this 
day the site of the farm is known as Moser Hill in section 21 of French Township. After 
arriving in the county the family spent three weeks camping under a big oak tree until 



their first log cabin could be completed. Gradually their labor transformed their 
surroundings into a farm and a good home and Peter lived there, reared his family, and 
late in life sold out and moved to Monroe Township, locating near Berne, where he and 
his wife both died when past seventy years of age. 
 
Jacob G. Moser grew up on the old homestead in French Township and subsequently 
became its owner. He continued the improvement and cultivation where his father had 
left off and he was one of the substantial men of that locality. He died at the age of 
seventy-two. In that township he married Elizabeth Straub, who was also a native of 
Switzerland and about three years her husband's junior. She was a small child when her 
parents joined a colony bound for America, and this family also located in French 
Township of Adams County, where Mrs. Jacob Moser was reared and educated. She 
died at the age of fifty-two. She became the mother of a large family of children, seven 
sons and four daughters, two of whom died in childhood, while all the others grew up 
and married and had families of their own. Eight of them are still living. 
 
Abraham J. Moser married at Berne Miss Barbara Lehman. She was born in Adams 
County in 1860 and is member of that prominent Lehman family which has done so 
much for the upbuilding of the country around Berne, and which at one time owned the 
land on which the village was founded. Mr. and Mrs. Moser are the parents of three 
children: Palmer, sixteen years old and a student in the Berne High School; Millard, 
who is in the grade schools; and Marcella, now six years of age. The family are all 
members of the Mennonite Church and Mr. Moser is a democrat in politics. 
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