
JONAS NEUENSCHWANDER. 
 
Among the enterprising and successful agriculturists of French township, Adams county, 
Indiana, none stands higher in public esteem than he whose name heads this sketch. He is a 
native of the township in which he now resides, having been born on the 15th of January, i860. 
He is the son of Christian and Barbara (Gerber) Neuenschwander. These parents were both 
natives of Canton Berne, Switzerland, where the father was born on December 10, 1812. They 
emigrated to the United States in 1840 and settled in Wayne county, Ohio, where they farmed 
for two years, and then located in Wells county, Indiana, where they engaged in agricultural 
pursuits. Two years later they came to the present homestead in French township, which was 
at that time located in a dense wilderness. They at once proceeded to clear and cultivate a 
small tract of land, which was increased in extent year by year until finally it was considered 
one of the best farms of the locality. They were the parents of fifteen children, namely: John, 
Jacob, Benjamin, Cleophas, Elizabeth, Jonas, Rachel, Fannie (deceased), Annie, Daniel, Jeff, 
Aldin, Emma, Mary and Lydia, the last two of whom are deceased. In 1898 Christian 
Neuenschwander sold his farm and moved to Bluffton, Ohio , where he made his home with 
his son-in-law, John Burkholder. He died November 30, 1905, at the home of his son Cleophas. 
He was a public-spirited man and commanded the universal confidence and esteem of all 
good people. 

The subject of this sketch received a good common school education and was reared to the life 
of a farmer, which pursuit he has followed throughout his life. His work has been methodical 
and he has exhibited marked judgment in matters pertaining to successful agriculture and is 
considered one of the leading farmers of his locality. His present farm embraces one hundred 
and twenty acres of land, nearly all of which is under the plow and in a productive condition. 
He has resided on his present place five years and among the substantial improvements 
thereon may be noted a large and splendid residence and a commodious barn. Combined with 
a general line of farming Mr. Neuenschwander also gives some attention to live stock raising, 
principally hogs and shorthorn cattle. He takes a deep interest in public affairs and is an 
adherent of the Democratic party. His ability has been recognized by his fellow citizens, who 
elected him trustee of French township, in which office he served for seven years, and also 
served as county treasurer for four years. 

In 1888 the subject married Miss Maggie Bischoff, daughter of John and Elizabeth Bischoff, 
both natives of Canton Berne, Switzerland, the father having been killed while acting as a 
guide to a party of English lords among the mountains of Switzerland, his death being caused 
by an avalanche of snow and ice. They were the parents of four children: Grover W., Fanny, 
Homer and Martin. Christian Neuenschwander was married twice. His first wife was Barbara 
Roth, and two children, John and Jacob, were born to this union. His second wife was Barbara 
Garber. 

Snow's History of Adams County, Indiana, John Fletcher Snow, B. F. Bowen, Indianapolis, 
IN, 1907, p. 388 (image 795). 



 


