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William Lammert was born in Adams County more than sixty years ago, and
to get the exact time when the people of this name first became identified with
Northeastern Indiana it would be necessary to go back fully three-quarters of a
century. Few families have lived longer and have borne themselves with better
reputation for diligence, effective work as farmers and good citizenship than the
Lammerts in Adams County.
Mr. William Lammert was born in Preble Township of Adams County
November 3, 1857, a son of William and Elizabeth Lammert. The parents were
both born in Germany, came to this country in 1842, and a few years later
invaded the wilderness of Adams County and secured a tract of eighty acres of
completely new land, covered with woods and without any improvements
worthy of the name. William Lammert, Sr., had a big task before him in felling
the trees, digging up the stumps, getting the virgin soil under the plow, draining
the low spots and otherwise developing a farm, but he did a man's part and both
success and esteem came to him as one of the good and true men of the county.
He and his wife lived long and industrious and useful years and both passed
away in 1893, the father in the summer and the mother in the fall. William
Lammert, Sr., paid $500 for his first eighty acres of land in Adams County. That
same land today at a most conservative value would be worth at least ten times
as much.
William Lammert, Jr., grew up in Preble Township, had the environment of the
home farm for his scenes of youthful play and training and was educated in the
public schools. He has one sister living, Mrs. Earnest Schlickman, and a halfsister, Mrs. William Hilgeman. Those deceased are Henry Hildebrand and Lizzie
Hildebrand.
William Lammert lived on the home farm in Preble Township where all his
children were born till he sold it and purchased a 120-acre farm l/2 miles
northeast of Berne. Here he farmed for seven years and then sold this place and
purchased what was known as the John Bogner farm containing 165 acres, 100
acres being river bottom land along the St. Mary River. After living on this for
two years he traded it for the farm he now owns and which was all cleared and
improved. After closing this deal Mr. Lammert retired from active life and
turned the farm over to his two sons who now run it. Mr. Lammert owns a house
in Decatur and here he now lives as a retired farmer. He is sixty-three years old
and in good health. He married Elizabeth Scherry and they became the parents
of six children, Otto, Bertha, Rhoda, Hulda, Anthony and Albert, all living.

Mrs. Lammert's parents also came from Germany and were pioneers of Preble
Township, where her father bought forty acres from the Government and later
sixty acres more. Both families have always been members of the Reformed
Church, and Mr. and Mrs. Lammert give their active support to that
denomination. Mr. Lammert is a democratic voter.

