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   Charles D. Schenck is a practical farmer and one of the live and progressive citizens of St. Mary's 
Township. He is a man of liberal education and to an unusual degree has thoroughly utilized all the 
opportunities of life. 
   Mr. Schenck was born on the farm where he now resides, November 22, 1876, a son of Rev. D. J. and 
Amanda (Fordyee) Schenck. His father was born in Maryland in 1833 but spent his boyhood days 
near Willshire, Ohio. He attended public school and prepared himself for work as a teacher. He 
taught in common schools and also was an instructor of music. He finally entered the ministry of the 
United Brethren Church and for many years was an honored elder and hard working minister of that 
denomination. His last charge was at Portland, Indiana. Rev. Mr. Schenck married Amanda Fordyee 
on August 6. 1871. She was born in Ohio in 1844 and was brought to Adams County. Indiana, in 1845. 
She became the mother of four children:" Margaret, formerly a teacher, now the wife of Curtis W. 
Campbell of Pleasant Mills; Grace, unmarried; Charles D.; and D. J., Jr., who was well educated in 
local schools and in the University at Valparaiso and was in the real estate business at Detroit, 
Michigan, at the time of his death, March 24, 1917. Rev. D. J. Schenck by a previous marriage had 
eight children, four of whom died in infancy: Rev. J. W., a graduate of the Portland High School, 
afterwards of a theological course, and now a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church* in 
Minnesota; Ida, who is a graduate of the Portland schools and is now the wife of Dr. P. W. Fishbaugh 
of Mendon, Ohio; Ella, who graduated from the Portland, Indiana, High School and from a Bible 
College in Chicago, took up missionary work under the auspices of the United Brethren Church, 
spent four years of faithful service in Africa, and after her second, return to that missionary field was 
killed there; Horace, a civil engineer who was drowned in White Face River in Minnesota. 
   Charles D. Schenck grew up on the home farm where he now lives, had a common school 
education, and also attended college at Valparaiso. After completing his education he took up 
farming, and has contributed his modest part both in former years and in the present to that volume 
of agricultural supplies which are necessary to the sustenance of the world. 
   June 20, 1905, he married Wilma Cowan. Mrs. Schenck was born in St. Mary's Township February 
22, 1876, daughter of John and Amy (Dailey) Cowan. Mrs. Schenck is a highly educated and cultured 
woman. She graduated from the common schools, was a teacher for six years and finished her 
education in Valparaiso University, from which she received both degrees Bachelor of Science and 
Bachelor of Arts. Mr. and Mrs. Schenck have four children: Margaret, born March 11, 1906; Helen, 
born March 22, 1908; Amy, born April 27, 1913; and John, born August 27, 1915. The family are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Pleasant Mills. Mr. Schenck has always been 
interested in church matters and is one of the trustees of the home church. Fraternally he and his wife 
are members of the Gleaners and of the Modern Woodmen of America. In politics he votes as a 
republican. 


