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BAUMGARTNER, DALE ERSKINE
Private first class, Co. C, 36th Armored Infantry, Third Armored

Division, 35348968. Born 5 Apr. 1922 in French Twp., Adams Co.,
Ind., the son of Joseph and Viola (Beitler) Baumgartner. Married 5
May 1940 to Pauline Acker of Decatur, Ind. Son, Ned. Employed Rea
Wire Co., Fort Wayne; residence, Decatur. Inducted 21 Nov. 1942 and
entered service 3 Dec. 1942. Training: Camp Beale, Calif., Camp Bowie,
Tex. Sent overseas May 1944. Killed in action 10 Dec. 1944 in Ger-
many. Buried temporarily in Belgium; later in Pleasant Dale Church of
the Brethren Cemetery, Kirkland Twp., Adams Co.

BAUMGARTNER, JAMES HAROLD
First lieutenant, Army Air Corps, 01051023. Born 23 June 1921

at Berne, Ind., the son of Grover and Rose (Funkhouser) Baumgartner.
Married 10 June 1944 to Maxine Moser of Berne. Student, Butler
University: residence, Berne. Inducted 7 Aug. 1942 and entered service
21 Aug. 1942; released 3 Feb. 1943 to be commissioned first lieutenant
the following day in antiaircraft artillery. Transferred to air corps as
student officer Sep. 1943; received his wings and commissioned 1st
lieutenant at Altus, Okla., 4 Aug. 1944; later received C-47 transport
training at Maiden, Mo. Sent overseas Mar. 1945 as pilot of a C-47
transport plane in China-Burma-India theater. Killed in plane crash in
China 7 July 1945. Buried temporarily in the New American Military
Cemetery, Kunming, China; later in the National Cemetery in Hawaii.

Decorations: Air Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star.
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BEBOUT, CLYDE CLAYTON
Technician 5, Army Tank Battalion, 35 252 816. Born 6 Aug.

1918, in Adams Co., Ind., the son of John E. and Belle (Tumbleson)
Bebout. Employed Kenosha Drive-Way Co., Fort Wayne; residence,
R. R. 1, Bryant. Inducted into service 13 fan. 1942. Training: Camp
Bowie, Tex., Fort Benning, Ga., Camp Pickett, Va. Sent overseas 13
Jan. 1943. Accidentally drowned 12 Apr. 1943 in North Africa while
participating in authorized athletics. Buried temporarily in North Africa;
later in Mt. Hope Cemetery, Adams Co.
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BEITLER, FRANCIS FREDERICK
First seigeant, Regular Army, 6655975. Born 12 July 1910 at

Rockford, Ohio, the son of Clarence F. and Christena Beitler. Came to
Adams Co., Ind., 1920. Married Margaret Tooms of Alto Pass, 111., in
1940. Enlisted in Regular Army Nov. 1930 at Fort Wayne, and served
in a heavy artillery company, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, for three years.
Re-enlisted 1934, and was stationed at Scott Field and Chanute Field,
111., and Savannah , Ga. Sent to Philippine Islands, Nov. 1941. Fought
on Bataan and was in the Death March that followed the capture of
Bataan by the Japanese. Died 21 May 1942 of dysentery and malaria
at Camp O'Donnell Prison Camp, Philippine Islands. Buried in U. S.
Armed Forces Cemetery No. 2, Manila, P. I.

BIERY, THOMAS DALE
Private, 334th Infantry, 84th Division, 35834068. Born 17 June

1918 near Berne, Ind., the son of Peter S. and Elizabeth E. (Rawley; Biery.
Married 5 Jan. 1938 to Frances Mason of Geneva. Sons, Marvin Dean
and David Dale. Employed Anderson; residence, Geneva. Inducted
and entered service 21 Apr. 1944. Training: Camp Fannin, Tex. Sent
overseas Oct. 1944. Killed in action 26 Dec. 1944 in Battle of the
Bulge in Belgium. Buried temporarily in U. S. Military Cemetery, Fosse,
Belgium; later at Berne, Ind.

BILLMAN, LEROY HOSE
Technician 5, 501st Para troop Infantry Regiment, 35556945. Born

4 Mar. 1925 at Fort Wayne, the son of Flavins and Gladys M. Billman.
Residence, Geneva. Inducted 11 June 1943 and entered service 25 June
1943. Training: Fort Benning, Ga. Sent overseas Feb. 1944. Died 20
Jan. 1945 in hospital in England of wounds received in action in Belgium
on 9 Jan. 1945. Buried Lawndale Cemetery, Ridgeville, Ind.

BILLMAN, MERLIN WALLACE
Seaman 1/c, U. S. Naval Reserve. Born 25 Oct. 1926 at Fort Wayne,

the son of Flavius and Gladys M. Billman. Residence, Geneva. En-
listed in 1943 at the age of 17. Buried at sea off Okinawa 27 May 1945.


