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SPADE, RALPH JACOB
Private first class, Hdqrs. Co., 329th Infantry, 83d Division, 35 344-

201. Born 29 Mar. 1906 at Peterson, Ind., the son of Frank and Evelyne
Spade. Married 7 Mar. 1941 to Mary Kathryn Holmes of Fort Wayne.
Employed General Electric Company, Decani r. Inducted 15 Oct. 1942
and entered service 29 Oct. 1942. Training: Camp Atterbury, Ind.,
Camp Breckinridge, Ky. Sent overseas Mar. 1944. Campaigns: France,
Luxembourg, Belgium, Holland, Germany. Died 4 May 1945 at But-
gen, Germany, us the result of injur ies received when a carbine was
accidentally discharged. Buried temporarily in U. S. Military Cemetery,
Margraten, Holland, later at Decatur.

ft ft "K

SPRUNGER, WAYNE ANDREW
Private first class, Medical Department, 121st Infantry, Third Army,

35896087. Born 26 Feb. 1925 at Berne, Ind., the son of Andrew and
Kate (Liechty) Sprunger. Trucker, Berne. Inducted 4 Oct. 1943 and
entered service 25 Oct. 1943. Training: Camp Barkeley, Tex., Camp
Reynolds, Greenville, Pa. Sent overseas Mar. 1945. Killed in action
5 Apr. 1945 in Ruhr district of Germany. Buried temporarily in U. S.
Military Cemetery, Margraten, Holland; later at Berne.

STALTER, MILO CHESTER
Hospital apprentice 1/c, U. S. Naval Reserve, 6265175. Born 23

June 1925 at Huntington, Ind., the son of Dorus A. and Matilda
Catherine (Roop) Stalter. Student, Decatur High School. Enlisted 23
June 1942. Training: Great Lakes Naval Training Station; Naval
General Hospital, Bremerton, Wash.; Naval Air Station, Territory of
Hawaii. Killed 14 Mar. 1944 in a fa l l from a truck at the Naval Air
Station. Buried temporarily in Halawa Naval Cemetery, Island of
Oahu, Hawai i ; later at Decatur.
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STAUB, FRED LEO
Second Lieutenant, Army Air Corps, 0-690870. Born 30 May 1917

at Decatur, Ind., the son of Sylvester and Rosa (Hackman) Staub. Meat
cutter, Decatur. Enlisted 22 Oct. 1941 at Fort MacArthur, Calif.
Training: Air Corps Technical School, Keesler Field, Miss., Kelly
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Field, Tex.: graduated from bombardier school, San Angelo Army Air
Field, Tex. Sent overseas Mar. 1944. Was pilot-navigator. Missing
7 July 1944 when plane was shot down over Emden Harbor, Germany,
while returning from bombing mission over Germany. Body was not
recovered. Death confirmed 8 July 1945.

,-A_ ^t_ ^\
W W W

STAUFFER, ORNELL J.
Captain, Army Air Corps, 0-428386. Born 24 Jan. 1916 at Berne,

Ind., the son of David D. and Ida Lehman Stauffer. Married 7 Jan.
1942 to Mary Eichenberger of Berne. Daughter, Susan Elyse. Resi-
dence, Berne. Enlisted and entered service 17 Mar. 1941 as an avia-
tion cadet. Received his primary, basic and advanced training ar Sikes-
ton, Mo., San Angelo, Tex., and Maxwell Field, Ala., respectively; re-
ceived his wings and was commissioned 1 Nov. 1941. Took instructor's
training at Gunris Field, Ala., and served as instructor at Greenville,
Miss., and Smyrna, Tenn. Received B-29 training at Salina, Kans.
Sent overseas 31 Mar. 1944 as pilot of B-29 with base in China. Missing
20 Aug. 1944 after failing to return from bombing mission over Yawata,
Kyushu Island. Japan. Death confirmed 8 Apr. 1946.
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STOPPENHAGEN, NOR WIN THEODORE

Technician 4, 25th Field Artillery Battalion, 35252393. Bom
25 June 1918 at Decatur, Ind., the son of Herman and Hanna (Ewell)
Stoppenhagen. Married 18 June 1944 to Delia Aumann of R. R. 1,
Decatur. Son, Norwm Lee. Farmer, R. R. 1, Decatur. Inducted and
entered service 9 Jan. 1942. Training: Fort Sill, Okla., Fort Bragg,
N. C, Fort Benning, Ga., Camp Rucker, Ala. Served one year in Puerto
Rico before going to European theater in Sep. 1944. Died 10 Dec
1944 in Belgium of lymphatic leukemia. Buried Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Cemetery at Friedheim, Adams Co.
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SUMAN, EARL RICHARD
Private first class, Co. K, 319th Infantry, 80th Division, 35330189.

Born 13 Oct. 1920 near Deouur, Ind., the son of Harry and Bessie
(Drummond) Suman. Farmer, R. R. 6, Decatur. Inducted 1 July
1942 and entered service 15 July 1942. Training: Camp Forrest,
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Term., Yuma, Ariz. Sent overseas June 1944. Killed in action 16
Oct. 1944. Buried in France.

TAYLOR, WILLIS EBERLY
Staff sergeant, Co. C, 4th Ranger Battalion, 35346393. Born 5

Sep. 1921 at Saybrook, 111., the son of Le Roy M. and Anna M. (Blum)
Taylor. Married 13 Sep. 1940 to Vivian Marie Dellinger of Monroe,
Ind. Children, Carolyn, Lamar. Factory worker, Fort Wayne; residence,
Decatur. Inducted 3 Nov. 1942 and entered service 17 Nov. 1942.
Training: Camp Wheeler, Ga. Sent overseas May 1943. Reached
North Africa on May 24 and on May 30 volunteered to join the Ameri-
can Rangers. Campaigns: Sicily, Salerno, Anzio. Killed in action
30 Jan. 1944 on the Anzio beachhead in Italy. Buried U. S. Military
Cemetery, Nettuno, Italy.
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TEEPLE, RICHARD HAROLD
Private first class, 80th Armored Infantry, 35550957. Born 2

Feb. 1924 in St. Mary's Township, Adams Co, Ind, the son of Albert
and Leona Margaret (Battling) Teeple. Factory worker, Fort Wayne;
residence, Decatur. Inducted 15 Mar. 1943 and entered service 22
Mar. 1943. Training: Camp Perry, Ohio, Camp Polk, La. Sent over-
seas May 1944. Killed in action 9 Aug. 1944 near Vannes, France.
Buried in U. S. Military Cemetery, St. James, France.
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TEEPLE, RICHARD JOEL
Technical sergeant, 37.3d Bombing Sq, 308th Bombardment Group,

14th Air Force, 35334754. Born 13 Sep. 1921 at Decatur, Ind, the
son of David H. and Berneta (Reynolds) Teeple. Traffic clerk, Se-
curity Cartage Company, Fort Wayne; residence, Decatur. Inducted
7 Aug. 1942 and entered service 21 Aug. 1942. Training: Aerial
Gunner School at Harlingen, Tex. Was engineer-gunner on Flying
Fortress. Served in Caribbean sector before being sent to the India-
China-Burma theater. Killed 28 May 1944 in a plane crash near Lung-
ling, China. Buried temporarily at Kunming, China; later in Catholic
Cemetery, Decatur.

Awarded Distinguished Flying Cross posthumously.
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THATCHER, DELBERT RENOLD, JR.
Private, Co. F, 329th Infantry , 83d Division, 35 227 364. Born 16

May 1923 at Spencerville, Ohio, the son of Delbert R. and Catharine
M. (Banning) Thatcher. Employed Yost Construction Company, De-
catur. inducted 26 Aug. 1943 and transferred to enlisted reserve
corps; entered service 16 Sep. 1943. Training: Fort Harrison. Ind,
Camp Van Dorn, Miss, Camp Breckinridge, Ky. Sent overseas Apr.
1944. Killed in action 9 July 1944 in Normandy, France. Buried
temporarily at Ste. Mere Eglise, France; later at Willshire, Ohio.
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TOPE, RICHARD L.
Private, Co. K, 329th Infantry, 83d Division, 35899212. Born

26 July 1920 at Decatur, Ind., the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Tope.
Employed Bellmont Trucking Company, Decatur. Inducted 19 Nov.
1943 and entered service 10 Dec. 1943. Training: Fort McClellan,
Ala. Sent overseas June 1944. Killed in action 12 Aug. 1944 in
France. Buried Decatur.
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WARTHMAN, LOREN ALFRED
Private, Co. Y, 30th Infantry, 3d Division, 35346380. Born 13

May 1916 in Kirkland Twp., Adams Co., Ind., the son of Wilmer and
Anna Warrhman. Married 30 Apr. 1941 to Crystal Christner of Mon-
roe, Ind. Barber, Decatur. Inducted 3 Nov. ] 942 and entered service
17 Nov. 1942. Training: Camp Wheeler, Ga. Sent overseas Apr.
1943- Campaigns: North Africa, Sicily, Anzio. Reported missing in
vicinity of Carano, Italy, 16 Mar. 1944. Death confirmed 1 Aug. 1945.
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