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Secret Society of the Red Men
In the early settlement of our county the church was the central 
gathering place for new settlers. As these residents settled into a 
comfortable existence in this area and became acquainted with 
their neighbors those of like-minded beliefs sought to gather for 
a purpose. They came together for social functions, but with an 
honorable purpose in mind. From very early on in our county’s 
history our citizens were very patriotic and civic-minded individuals. 
If you weren’t talking politics then you were often caught talking 
about the current state of affairs in our great country of America. 
Thence the creation of secret men’s societies began. These 
societies often offered support for many politicians and government 
overseers. Some of these secret societies began just as our 
county was forming in the early 1800s. One such group that was 
predominant in Brown County was the Order of Red Men.

“The Improved Order of Red Men traces its origin to certain secret 
patriotic societies founded before the American Revolution. They 
were established to promote Liberty and to defy the tyranny of the 
English Crown. Among these groups were The Sons of Liberty, the 
Sons of St. Tammany, and later the Society of Red Men. 

On December 16, 1773 a group of men, all members of the Sons of 
Liberty, met in Boston to protest the tax on tea imposed by England. 
When their protest went unheeded, they disguised themselves 
as Mohawk Indians, proceeded to Boston harbor, and dumped 
overboard 342 chests of English tea. 

During the Revolutionary War, members of secret societies 
quenched their council fires and took up muskets to join with 
the Continental Army. To the cause of Freedom and Liberty they 
pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honors. At the 
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end of the hard fought war the American Republic was born 
and was soon acknowledged among the nations of the world. 

Following the American Revolution many of the various secret 
societies founded before and during the conflict continued in 
existence as brotherhoods or fraternities. 

For the next 35 years, however, each of the original Sons of 
Liberty and Sons of St. Tamina groups went their own way, 
under many different names. In 1813, at historic Fort Mifflin, 
near Philadelphia, several of these groups came together and 
formed one organization known as the Society of Red Men. 
The name was changed to the Improved Order of Red Men in 
Baltimore in 1834. 

At Baltimore, Maryland, in 1847, the various local tribes came 
together and formed a national organization called the Grand 
Council of the United States. 

With the formation of a national organization, the Improved Order of Red Men soon spread, and 
within 30 years there were State Great Councils in 21 states with a membership of over 150,000. The 
Order continued to grow and by the mid 1920s there were tribes in 46 states and territories with a 
membership totaling over one-half million. 

Today, The Improved Order of Red Men continues to offer all patriotic Americans an organization 
that is pledged to the high ideals of Freedom, Friendship, and Charity. These are the same ideals on 
which the American nation was founded. By belonging to this proud and historic organization you can 
demonstrate your desire to continue the battle started at Lexington and Concord to promote Freedom 
and protect the American Way of Life.”  
(from The Improved Order of Red Men website http://redmen.org/redmen/info/)

There was known to have been several Lodges in Brown County. The more active ones were those in 
Sprunica, Helmsburg, and New Bellsville. These are the ones that we have record of, possibly there 
was also one in Nashville and Bean Blossom at one time.

Red Men of Sprunica - Ninemoosha Tribe
There are few records of the Sprunica tribe with the exception of a grand two story building that Frank 
Hohenberger photographed in the 1940s. The Sprunica tribe was founded on June 4, 1910 and was 
called the Ninemoosha Tribe No. 510. In a letter dated March 20, 1976 to Mrs. Basil Burge Sr. from 
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the Great Council of Indiana of 
the Improved Order of Red Men 
it goes thus, “In reference to the 
letter you sent to the Red Men’s 
Wigwam Association, Indianapolis, 
that letter was forwarded to me 
as the Great Chief of Records 
for the state of Indiana. Being 
very much interested in anything 
concerning our Bicentennial year, 
I am sending you the information 
which you requested. You said your 
father was a member of Mineola 
Tribe, Franklin, Indiana. However 
like many of the other Tribes it 
has gone by the wayside. The 
Improved Order of Red Men is one 
of the oldest fraternal orders in the 

United States. It was formerly the Sons of Liberty which started the Boston Tea Party. So its heritage 
and patriotism is beyond reproach. I am sending the information which you requested on the attached 
sheets. Fraternally yours, Theron Dull.” (from the Brown County Historical Society Archives)

This letter from 1910 gave a list of 41 charter members of the Sprunica Order of Red Men.

John Allison age 26 
Harry Bell 22 
Joseph Bell 32 
John Bixler 57 
Clarence Brickey 29 
James R. Brickey 35 
William Bright 32 
Alexander Campbell 37 
C. S. Campbell 50 
George W. Clark  
Richard M. Clark 33 
Elmer Condon 25 
John H. Condon  
Orlando Condon 55 

James L. Curry        age 40 
Grant Daffron 40 
William L. Ferguson 58 
Clarence Ford 25 
Courtland Groves 21 
Porter Groves 48 
Allen Hamblen 20 
James W. Kennedy 55 
George King 35 
Stewart Maguire 57 
William Mead 35 
Joseph V. Milnes 39 
Richard H. Mitchell  
Daniel Neff 50 

Edgar Parmerlee     age 35 
James Perry 34 
William Sleven 37 
Joseph Snyder  
Elza Stillabower 28 
Williard Stillabower 38 
John Wagoner 57 
Joseph Wayman 68 
Joseph R. Wayman 68 
Charles Webber 40 
Oliver P. Wheaton 50 
John Wirey 57 
William G. Wray 65

Red Men’s Hall - Sprunica
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Their first set of elected officers were Sachem - Stewart Maguire, Senior Sagamore - G. S. Campbell, 
Junior Sagamore - William Mead, Prophet - Richard Clark, Chief of Records - Alexander Campbell, and 
Keeper of Wampum - James R. Brickey. The Tribe operated with a small gain each year until 1920 at 
which time they had a membership of 105. After which they started to go down in membership. By the 
year 1925 they only had 10 members. On November 16, 1926 they consolidated with Kokosing Tribe 
No. 189 in Taylorsville. The Red Men’s Tribe of Sprunica was short-lived lasting not much more than 16 
years. 

Red Men of New Bellsville - Horicon Tribe
The most successful Red Men’s Tribe in Brown County was that of the Horicon Tribe in New Bellsville. 
The rise of the local Red Men in New Bellsville began in 1904. They sought to have a meeting place 
and built themselves a two story building of sycamore timbers which also served as a store front and 
post office at times. The Red Men’s Hall served for many years as a gathering place for the locals. 
Horicon Tribe No. 457 was founded on December 27, 1907 with 50 members which soon grew to 
hundreds. Their organization not only served as a meeting place for the local men, but whole families 
were celebrated. They hosted birthday parties on a monthly basis for all the residents, honored the 
passing of military veterans, honored the passing of members’ family members, and held large cook-
outs. Every year they held a big Rabbit Feast on Thanksgiving Day for the whole village. 

From a reminiscence by Bryce D. Ping he relates his memories of the Red Mans Hall. “The lady 
members of the Red Man Lodge 
were called Pocahontas. They 
had a piano player in Hall, which 
I enjoyed listening to. In my youth 
it seemed like a huge place. 
We had monthly community 
meetings and pitch-in suppers. 
Since the church did not have 
a kitchen we used to meet on 
the lawn of the Red Man Hall 
for pitch-in dinners. There was 
a huge American Elm tree there 
that at the time was officially the 
largest American Elm in Indiana. 
In the late 1920s or early 1930s Red Men’s Hall - New Bellsville
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the KKK also met at 
the Red Man Hall. One 
of the highlights of the 
year was Memorial 
Day. We would have a 
pitch-in dinner, special 
music and speakers. 
After dinner we would 
all gather and march 
to the cemetery. This 
march was led by a 
drum and bugle corps. 
After we arrived at the 
cemetery the graves 
were decorated, then 
we marched back to the 
Hall.” (from “Memories  
of New Bellsville” by  
Bryce D. Ping)

From a small pamphlet produced by the Horicon Tribe No. 457 their By-Laws were presented to new 
members. The By-Laws covered such things as kindling of the Council Fire, meetings scheduled by the 
phases of the moon, tribe’s territory (or hunting ground), care of the sick, funerals for members, duties 
of the Chief, expenditures (keeping of the wampum), and good moral character for membership, Their 
By-Laws dated 1940 were signed by committee members L. J. Moore, L. J. Deaver, Earnest Brown, 
Byrl Landon, Wyatt Brockover, and John Bennie. The last page gives a list of Past Sachems.

Valentine Penrose’s Grand Funeral - New Bellsville

Past Sachems
Arthur Artist
Ellis Brown
Earnest Brown
Walter Brand
A. J. Bradley
Lon Clark
Millard Campbell
Wesley Campbell
L. J. Deaver

Borcie Deaver
Dale Deaver
Sherman Froh
Ray Freese
Oscar Frazer
Laurent Gredy
Geo. W. Hovis
Bruce Hovis
B. F. Henderson

T. M. Hancher
Grover Kritzer
Lewis Loop
L. J. Moore
D. C. Moore
A. S. Moore
A. Ert Moore
Clinton Moore
Harley Moore

Oscar Richardson
Eugene Seitz
Earl Seitz
Oran Talkington
Herman Thompson
H. N. Williams
Roy White
Grover Wilkerson
James Williamson
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The building was used by several different businesses after the decline of the Horicon Tribe. A partial 
list of members was recently recorded from the 1950s. The building survived up until the 1970s when it 
caught fire and burned down. 

Other Tribes in Brown County

Not much is recorded of the other Red Men’s Tribes in Brown County with the exception of the 
occasional mention of them in a few other writings. From a newspaper article written by Lester C. 
Nagley Sr. he wrote a few paragraphs on the various secret organizations that were formed in Brown 
County. The article only has a short reference to the existence of Red Men’s organizations in Brown 
County such as the one in New Bellsville.  Another paragraph in his article states, “Another former 
lodge member, the late Isom Fleener of Trevlac, who was a charter member of the Improved Order 

of Red Men, was very proud of 
his lodge. He told me that the 
Brown County lodge had become 
one of the most popular secret 
organizations in the county during 
the 80s.” (Brown County Vignettes, 
by Lester C. Nagley, August 16, 
1962.) From another Oral History 
by George R. Fleenor he related 
that “on a dry night in June of 1925, 
a triangular block of Helmsburg with 
the apex near the Cullums grocery 
store, caught fire from an outside 
source.” One of the buildings that 
was totally destroyed was the Red 
Men’s Hall.

(Photos from the Brown Co.  Historical Society Archives, Hohenberger Collection, and Improved Order 
of Red Men website) 

Deceased Sachems
Ira T. Clark
Dr. Alfred J. Ralphy
John W. Hovis
L. B. Zuchswerth

Suspended Sachems
James W. Hendricks
Adam Swank
Howard Carmichael
Horace Noblitt

Everett Read
Bert Fulks
Albert Gates
Wm. B. Campbell
Harold Bowman

Helmsburg 19��


