
James Hanlin 

James Hanlin, one of the representative citizens of Jay County, and an early settler of 

Wayne Township, where he resides on section 2, was born in Washington County, 

Pennsylvania, in the year 1820.  He was reared in his native county, and when eighteen 

yers of age went with his mother’s family to Jackson County, Ohio, his father, James 

Hanlin, Sr., having died the year previous. 

Our subject was married in Jackson County to Miss Irena Stephenson, who was born in 

that county, a daughter of James Stephenson.  Of the five children born to them, only 

three are living.  Their only surviving son was born in Jackson County, Ohio, in 1852, 

and is now living in section 1, Wayne Township, Jay County.  Their daughters are 

Virginia, wife of John Cring of Portland, and Adeline, wife of Alfred Antles of Bear 

Creek Township.  In 1854 Mr. Hanlin came with his family to Jay County when the 

country was in a wild state, and in the fall of the same year, he settled on his present 

farm which he purchased from Jonas Votaw.  No improvements had been made on the 

place when Mr. Hanlin settled on it, but by hard work and persevering energy he soon 

cleared his land and put it under improvement.  His first purchase was 320 acres, but 

shortly after buying he sold eighty acres, and lately deeded eighty acres to his son John 

A.  He still retains 160 acres, which is now well improved and under a good state of 

cultivation.  He has done his share toward clearing up, and developing the resources of 

the county, and always takes an active interest in any enterprise which has for its object 

the advancement of his township or county.  In politics Mr. Hanlin is a Democrat, 

casting his first presidential vote for James K Polk in 1844.  Both he and his wife are 

members of the Free-Will Baptist church. 
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