
James S. McKennett, an enterprising business man of Redkey, was born in Akron, Ohio, 
May 22, 1851, a son of John and Ellen McKennett, who were of Scotch-Irish ancestry. 
They were married in Belfast, Ireland and on coming to America first settled in 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. They subsequently removed to Lee County, Illinois and later to 
Minnesota, where his father accumulated a large property. He died in Minnesota in 
1866, and the mother of our subject died in the year 1885. James S. McKennett left his 
home at the age of fourteen years and engaged in flax, working at Wooster, Ohio, he 
having worked at this pursuit since his tenth year. He remained at Wooster two years, 
when he went to Shellsburg, Iowa, and engaged in the same business on his own 
account, in the firm of McKennett & Snyder, they being burned out in 1874. 
   Our subject then set up machinery at various places in the West and again entered in 
business for himself at Hagerstown, Wayne County, Indiana, in the spring of 1878. He 
remained in Hagerstown until August, 1880, when he came to Redkey, Jay County and 
immediately engaged in the flax business, in connection with which he is now engaged 
in hay bailing at Hartford City, Mill Grove, Ridgeville and Redkey. February 27, 1887, 
his residence was destroyed by fire. 
   Mr. McKennett was married in June, 1875, to Miss Mary B. Shelp, a native of 
Winnebago County, Wisconsin, and they are parents of one child – Claude S.  
   Mr. McKennett has been actively identified with the Republican Party since the age of 
twenty-one years, and for twelve years was a member of the Republican Central 
Committee. He is a director in the Natural Gas, Oil and Mining Company. He is also a 
member and president of the school board. He is a member of Masons and Odd Fellows 
Lodge at Redkey, and belongs to the Knights of Honor Lodge at Anderson, Indiana. 
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