
Francis Marion McLaughlin, a representative of one of the pioneer families of Jay 
County, was born in Kosciusko County, Indiana, April 9, 1837, a son of John 
McLaughlin, who settled in Madison Township, Jay County, with his family, October 9, 
1837. Our subject was but an infant when brought to Jay County, and here he was 
reared on a farm, being early inured to hard work. His educational advantages were 
limited to nine months attendance at a subscription school. He enlisted in the late war 
in October, 1861, in Company F, Fortieth Ohio Infantry, but was rejected on account of 
the loss of his right eye, which occurred by an accident when he was nine years of age. 
He however was accepted as a teamster, but being desirous of serving in the ranks he 
managed to carry a musket most of the time, and performed faithfully any duty he was 
called on to do. He left the service in 1863. While in the Army he contracted rheumatism 
from which he has never recovered.  After the war, he engaged in farming, which he 
followed until 1870, when he was elected recorder of Jay County, a position he filled 
faithfully for eight years, and since the expiration of his official term he has been 
engaged in dealing in real estate in Portland. He has succeeded well in his various 
business enterprises, and is now the owner of 500 acres of land located in Wayne and 
Greene Townships. He has a beautiful home in Portland, where he is highly esteemed 
by all who know him.  

Mrs. McLaughlin was formerly Miss Susan Keck, a daughter of George W. Keck, who 
went from Ohio to California in 1849, remaining there until his death, which occurred 
several years later. Mrs. Keck came to Jay County, Indiana, with her family, where 
several members still reside. Six children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. McLaughlin – 
Charles W., George E., Jessie M., Orval C., Lulu G. and Edith K.  

Politically Mr. McLaughlin is a Republican, casting his first vote for Abraham Lincoln in 
1860. Like his father, he is independent in his religious views, believing that all should 
worship God according to the dictates of their own conscience. 

He is a strong advocate of the cause of temperance and a supporter of those principles 
which tend to elevate his fellowman. 

Biographical and Historical Record Jay County Indiana, Lewis Publishing Company, 
1887 

Transcribed by Jim Cox 


