
   John McLaughlin, one of the respected pioneers of Jay County, was born in Bath 
County, Virginia, February 21, 1799, where he lived until reaching the age of twenty-
two years. Although a native of a slave state, he imbibed a hatred of slavery, and the 
cause of his leaving Virginia was the danger he had incurred for chastising a slave 
driver for ill-treating a slave. After leaving Virginia, he located at Meigs County, Ohio, 
where he was married to Barbara Spillman, a native of Randolph County, Virginia, and 
to this union eleven children were born, all but two died in infancy, reaching maturity. 
Four of the sons served in the War of the Rebellion. The oldest, Jane, married Jonas 
Harter, is living in Valley County, Nebraska, being a widow; Elizabeth married Nathan 
Woden, and died in 1855; Hugh is a resident of Wayne Township; William H., of Green 
Township, was a member of Company F, Fortieth Ohio Infantry; Francis M., a resident 
of Portland; John S. served in Company I, One Hundred and Thirtieth Indiana; Phidelia 
married Joseph Wallace, who was a member of the Thirty-First Ohio Infantry, and died 
in the Army. She afterward married Alexander Hutchins, who was severely wounded 
while in the service of his country in the War of the Rebellion and died in 1885; Rebecca 
married William Stretchberry of Weston, Wood County, Ohio; Wiley S. was a member 
of Company B, Eleventh Indiana Cavalry, and was killed at the Battle of Franklin, 
Tennessee. Hannah and Henry are deceased, the former dying at the age of three years, 
and the latter aged two years.  
   Mr. McLaughlin continued to reside in Meigs County until 1833, when he came to Jay 
County, Indiana and settled in Madison Township, his family then consisting of his 
wife, two sons and two daughters. On his arrival in the county, Mr. McLaughlin found 
that he had insufficient money to pay the entry fee on his land and was consequently 
obliged to relinquish for the time the hope of securing land of his own. He therefore 
went to Kosciusko County, where he rented a farm on which he lived till October, 1837, 
when he returned to Jay County and entered 100 acres of land on section 4 of Madison 
Township. He improved his land making a good home for his family, and here he lived 
until his death, March 16, 1860. Mr. McLaughlin was of Scotch descent and possessed 
many of the honest, sturdy traits of character peculiar to that nationality. He was ever a 
friend to the needy and oppressed, and assisted many a Negro slave to reach the land of 
freedom. 
   In politics, he was formerly a Democrat, but on the organization of the Republican 
Party identified himself with that party, although he did not live to witness the full 
fruition of the hopes of his party, or rejoice in its grand achievements. He was a staunch 
temperance advocate, and never used liquor in any form and it is said of him that he 
never uttered a profane word in his life. Mrs. McLaughlin is also deceased, her death 
taking place in the year 1871. 
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