Lydia Raunecker

Born: Nov. 27, 1936, Delaware County, Muncie, IN, USA
Died Dec. 12, 1978, Jay Co., Portland, IN, USA

Mrs. Lydia Raunecker, prominent Jay County civic leader, died this morning at Jay
County Hospital after an extended illness. She was 42. A resident of RR 5, Portland, she
was a member of the board of directors of Naas Foods, Inc., Portland, and was an active
participant in numerous community activities. Born in Muncie on Nov. 27, 1936, she
was the daughter of Maxwell and Cornelia (Schuster) Naas of Portland. She was
married to Richard Raunecker. Both her parents and her husband survive. She attended
Randolph Macon College, Lynchburg, Va., and was graduated from Wellesley College
in Massachusetts. She earned a master's degree in education from Northwestern
University at Evanston, I1l., and taught at New Trier High School in Winnetka, Ill., prior
to returning to Jay County. Active for many years in the Jay County Historical Society,
she was also affiliated with the Portland Branch of the American Association of
University Women, Plant, Hoe, and Hope Garden Club, and Tri Kappa Sorority.

She was a member of the First Presbyterian Church of Portland, the Presbyterian
Women's Association, and the church's Mariners' Club. She formerly was a member of
the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York. Mrs. Raunecker also served as
assistant personnel director of the National Industrial Conference Board. Surviving in
addition to her husband and her parents are one son, Charles Hugh, and one daughter,
Sarah Jean, both at home; and one sister, Mrs. Peter (Sally) Mauger, Portland. Services
are set for Friday at 10:30 a.m. at the First Presbyterian Church in Portland. Pastor Kent
Keller will officiate. Interment will follow at Green Park Cemetery. Callers will be
received at the Baird-Freeman Funeral Home, Portland, after 4 p.m. on Thursday.
Memorials may be made to Portland Foundation Lydia Naas Raunecker Memorial
Trust; Mayo Foundation Oncology Research, Rochester, Minn.; and the Jay County
Cancer Society.
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