
Portland Youth Fatally Hurt In Car Crash 
 
Ralph Shaneyfelt, 23, 114 West Water St., Porland, was fatally injured in an accident which occurred 
at about 6:45 a.m. Saturday morning two and one-half miles west of Coldwater on Ohio Road 219. 
 
The 1950 Studebaker which he was driving was found after it had crushed into a bridge by Mrs. 
Charles McKee, a resident of the neighborhood, and the Mercer County Sheriffs Department, which 
investigated the accident, reported that the vehicle had apparently blown a tire, causing the driver to 
lose control. 
 
Shaneyfelt was going fast at the time, to report for work at the New Idea plant in Coldwater where he 
had worked for three years. He was taken to the the Lady of Mercy Hospital in Coldwater in the 
Desch ambulance where he died at 7:30 a.m. without regaining consciousness. Dr. Charles Adkins of 
Coldwater was called to the scene of the crash. 
 
He suffered injuries about the head, had a fractured jaw, lacerations about the face and a broken leg. 
The car hit the concrete bridge with terrific force, indicating that the vehicle was going at fast speed, 
all of the glass in the auto was broken. The engine was pushed back into the drivers compartment, 
pinning Shaneyfelt in the wreck. 
 
The victim is survived by his wife, Reva Williams Shaneyfelt, who he married in November of 1948, 
and a son, Skippy Lee. He was born November 5, 1927, in Penn Township and was the son of Fred 
Shaneyfelt of New Castle and Viola Shaneyfelt of Portland, both living. 
 
He is also survived by four sisters, Mrs. Dewey Champ, Maxine and Geraldine Shaneyfelt, all of 
Portland, and Mrs. Gail Nevil of Fort Wayne, and brother, Fred Jr., of Portland.  Mr. and Mrs. Martin 
Shaneyfelt of south of Portland are the paternal grandparents. 
 
The body is being returned to the Williamson Funeral Home where the services are pending. 
-------------------------------------------- 
Crash Victim's Rites Monday 
 
Funeral services for Ralph Shaneyfelt, 23, who was fatally injured Saturday when his car crashed into 
imbutment west of Coldwater, O., were held Monday afternoon at 3 o'clock at the Williamson funeral 
home. Rev. A.E. Habgood officiated and internment was Maple Lawn cemetery in Pennville. 
 
In the list of family members of immediate family who survived the crash victim, the name of Mrs. 
Jamess Smith, Dunlirk, a half-sister was omitted. 
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