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church, and public meetings was built by John Murphy. It
ceased to be in 1854 when a new frame schoolhouse was built"
on the corner of the block immediately north of the business
district. This was built vlith public funds at a cost of
$300. It had windows, a shingled roof and was sealed on the
inside. A school known as the Oakdale School was built the
same year. In 1859 the Whitson School, better known as the
Darroch School, ~as built. This school was built in the
southeast corner of -Section 28, but was moved to Section 33.
In these schools, board seats replaced the puncheon benches.

In 1852 schools were er~cted and teachers were paid by
public taxation. The state was soon in trouble financially,·
and the school term was cut to 45 days. During 1859 the
revenue was only 94¢ per child. School affairs after 1859
were managed by one township truste"e·whose duty was to dec-
ide school needs, levy taxes, and employ teachers.

The local tax levy for school purposes in 1861 was 15¢
on each $100 property valuation; the state levy for schools
was lO¢.

In "1864 the local levy was increased to 20¢; in 1,865""
it was 25¢, and remained at that figure for several year.
The real estate in the township was valued at $125!000. Bet-
ween $1000 and $1500 was raised annually for the operation of
three to five schools. "

The county school officer after 1860 was the examiner.
for each day he worked he received $3. His major function
was examining and licensing teachers.

There were four grades of certificates--~, 12, 18, and
24 months, issued depending on the grade attained on "the
examination. Teachers were examined for the 3 Rls and
geography. They were also expected to show knowledge of the
Constitution of the United States and Indiana.

In 1860 the average salary for a male teacher was $20
per month, and of a female $10 per month.

Schools remained ungraded until the late '70's and the
Morocco was the first to be graded. Textbooks were expens-
ive an~ scarce. The McGuffey Eclectic Readers were probably
the first in widespread use.

In 1867 the law stated that free public schools should
be provided, and Beaver Townshi~ wanted them in "their district.
Several schools were built: Eagles Mere r N.E. corner, of
Beaver Township; BoJ.rers;Toad Puddle; Cox; East Unionl;'West
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