auditorium has been panelled and new lghting installed, much to the comfort of the people,
central air condihoning has been added

The present Trustees are Jimmy Orr, Howard Elhott, Don Miller, Larry Holliday, Mike Detrick,
and Delmar Friedman_ in recent months, Cecil Abel, who faithtully tilled the office of trustee for many
years, went 1o his eternal reward.

A par for many churches, Ames Chapel has had its problems and ditficult situations to face over the
years, but true 1o the pioneer spinit of the founders of the church, they have, in theirr true Christian spint,
maintained and kept alive and 1n good condition this beautiul church

The pioneers and their day are gone, but the story of the herowc struggies of these pioneers can never
de

Today 1s our day' Qurs to use in whatever way we see it. It belongs to no other generation but us' The
torch has been handed down to us and we can either continue in the race or lay aside the light that has
been given us The challenge 1s before everyone of us 1n this present generation 10 maintain the revival
fires, in our hearts and 1n our church meetings, and to keep the dedicated spirit of our ancestors

We do not face some of the things the pioneers faced, true! However, on the other hand, we deal with
situations that they never dreamed of in their day We have just as challenging a mission before us today
as they did in the yesterdays to lift up Christ and the Word of God in a world darkened with sin

May God ever enable all of us 1o let our influence be carried on into the generation that 1s ours and it
will be felt in generations to come 1n the tomorrows. For His Glory, let us take the Word to the World'

SUNDAY SCHOOL 1959 (front right to left) Brian Wilson, Mark Ellis, Conrmie Anderson, Buddy Miller,

Marcelle Qualkenbush, , Bary Wilson, Jeanme Miller, Livingston, Patty Doan, Mike Doan, Mark

Qualkenbush, , Carol Ann Elhott Qualkenbush, Karen Walls Toliver, Tracy Blasdell Teachers
McCracken, Marie Chastine Doan and (seated) Bernice Wilson Love

Photo by Rose Studios
Courtesy of Rev H L Blasdale
Bloomington, Indiana
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THE BLASDALE FAMILY

Seated Rev Harmon Linceln Blasdale
and san, Tracy To his righl, fus wife
Mary Ellen back 15 daughler,
Virginia and 1o his lell, daughter,
Shirley

Taken at the Wes! Baden Methodist
Parsonage 1959

Phote FRose Studios, French Lick,
Indiana

Courtesy of Rev Blasdale




mes Chapel Unitod Mothodist Chanch

Yes, you guessed it!
I am having a

BIRTHDAY.

I WILL BE 100

YEARS OLD.

Inm the fall of 1870 Melson Chapel and
Smith Chapel united and built a new church
which was called Ames Chapel. This church
building, located in a beautiful beech grove,
burned in 1913, Frends and members soon
built the present bullding which was

oo 5 AT T ! dedicated May 14, 1914,
Phata by Jim Tolbert

If you or your ancestors have had any part in helping me to live this long, we welcome you to
come and help us celebrate this centennial. The date set is Sunday, Sept. 16, 1979.

A summary of the program for the day follows:

The moming will start with Sunday School at 9:30 and Church services at 10:45 as usual.
Specials for this service will be planned.

At 12:30 noon an old fashion basket dinner will be spread outside - weather permitting.

A tent will be set up outside for a display of old pictures, etc. Chairs and refreshments will be
furnished.

In the afternoon will be a song fest of old fashion hymns. Special numbers will be sung in
memory of our loved ones who have passed on.
Special invitations are being sent to former ministers. A recognition of these ministers will be a
part of the program. Due to heavy schedule of District Superintendent, Charles L. Hutchinson,
he cannot be with us. Rev. Howard Wardrip of the United Methodist Church, Mitchell, Indiana,

will bring the afternoon message.
A history of the church will be given.
I'was glad when they said urito me, Let us go info the howuse of the Lord - Psalms 122, (1).
Because af the house of the Lord our God - I will seek thy Good - Psalms 122, (9).




EVENTS OF THE 100th ANMNIVERSARY

It was a beautiful Fall day; the Lord had answered the prayers of many people by providing a bright,
sunny day with the temperature at just the proper degree. The spirit of high anticipation was keanly falt, It
was a day of gladness; one of rejoicing for one hundred years of God's blessings.

Two tents were placed just a few feet northwest of the church across the drive. Brosmer-Drabing and
Tabor Funeral Homes of French Lick furnizshed the tents which house the artifacts of by-gone days and a
place for the refreshment of some delicious, thirst-quenching lemonade and some Sweels

In back of the church were tables, all placed and ready to receive the bounty of delicious, "southern
Indiana, Orange County, Ames Chapel” best. Believe me, at noon it was loaded from one end to the other
with about every kind of food to suit the appetite. On that day we all forgot to bring our calorie counter
and we all pitched in to help do justice “to the sacrifice”. Among the sweets were many cakes, pies and
all desserts imaginable. One of the cakes captivated everyone's attention. Mrs. Chester Eubanks, the
former Betty Charles of the Ames community, baked a delicious cake and applied her skills of decorating.
It was iced in white with a picture of the Ames Church in the middie, in living color, and inscribed under i,
“Ames Chapel Methodist 1879-1979". It was a skill and service of love,

At 930 a.m. it was time for Sunday Schoel and the old church bell that had called so many over the
years again summaoned the people to worship, only this time Ralph Kirk was not there to do the honors, He
had gone on to his eternal reward a few years ago. Donald L, Wilson did the honors with the same
expertise of the former and in the same spirit of dedication,

As we go into the opening part of the service, Howard Elliott led the congregation in singing and Joane
Foutch played the piano. Donald Wilson, Superintendent of the Sunday School, presided. The songs used
were from The Book of Hymns, the official hymnal of The United Methodist Church, copyrighted © 1964,
1966 by Board of Publications of The Methodist Church, Incorporated. All rights reserved. The songs
were, “The Old Rugged Cross" (page 228), "This is my song, O God of all nations” (page 542), and
“Blessad Assurance, Jesus is mine” (page 224 ). Don Wilson then asked Claude Wilson to pray. He prayed
thus:

“Our Father, it is the prayer of our hearts and souls that we praise Thee all the days of our lives,
That we might lift up the Lord Jesus Christ in everything that we say and everything that we do.

Father. how we thank Thee for this day ... we pray that Thou wilt make it a day not only of
remembrance, but a day of thanksgiving, of praise and blessings . .. that Thy Presence shall rest
upon us, Thy hand shall guide us ... Thy strength shall sustain us .. and Thy Book, the Bbile,
shall lead us to life eternal, with Jesus Christ, in Whose name we pray. Amen."

We then went to various Sunday School classes. The Adult Class met in the sanctuary. | sat with my
brother and his wife, Robert and Mary Mills Wilson, Mr, Delmar Friedman was the teacher and did an
excellent presentation and led tha class in the discussion of the lesson. (A copy of the lesson is in this
section.) Mr. Friedman taught the lesson like an “old veteran of the Cross”. His devaotion to his
responsibility also showed his preparedness and zeal that was highly comma ndable.

At the conclusion of the Sunday School hour, it was time for the Morning Worship Service, and Don
Wilson assumed his post as the official church bell ringer.
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AMES CHAPEL MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE
September 16, 1979

The service was very well attended with about two-thirds of the church filled. Rev. Max Tolver, the
pastor of West Baden and Ames Chapel Methodist Churches, dismissed the Sunday School hour at West
Baden so the people could be free to come to Ames for the service and the activities of the day.

The piano prelude was played by Brenda Gilliatt and Stephanie Toliver was at the organ. The SONg
leader, Bill Flick, led congregational singing.

Pastor Toliver read the greetings to Ames Church from President Jimmy Carter, Senator Birch Bayh,

and a letter from a former pastor, Rev. James Austin. The congregation was surprised and pleased. He
then read from the Scriptures and prayed;

“Qur Father ... this morning on this great, this tremendous day that You have given us, for our
enjoyment, we thank You for it, we have asked You for it, and You have given it to us. We just are
overwhelmed by this one hundred milestone in this Church of Yours, that we call ours .. that we
might come together _. . all through these years, those who have been affected, those of us who
have derived the benefit of great blessings and spiritual values from this, Your place . .. so today,
just now we envoke the Presance of Your Holy Spirit among us . .. with us . .. for the purpose of
really being capable of enjoying . . . of returning our thanks . . being grateful and appreciative of
all that You have deone for us,

Honor us now throughout this worship hour with Thy Presence of Your Holy Spirit.
It is in the name of Your Son, and our Saviour, we pray. Amen and Amen."

The song leader then called for song number 224, “Blessed Azzurance, Jesus is Mine”, after which
Pastor Toliver led the congregation in repeating the Apostles’ Creed, which is number 738 under the
Affirmations of Faith in The Book of Hymns.

The tithes and offerings were received following the singing of the doxology by the congregation.
Pastor Toliver prayed thus:

“Father, again, we want to return with thanksgiving for all the material wealth that has passed
our way, we thank You for this privilege of giving, sharing the generosity which You have given us
by Your Spirit we ask that the gift be used for its intended purposes of upbuilding this
Kingdom of Yours in this community for the honor and glory of Jesus ... and extend a special
blessing upon each one that is here

In Jesus name we thank You. Amen.'

Bill Flick then sang a solo, It is Well with my Soul”, after which the congregation sang, “The Church's
One Foundation” {page 297 in The Book of Hymns), followed by a solo by Carol Ann Elliott Qualkenbush,
antitled “Leaning on Jesus." This was followed by a few moments of silent meditation and a cloging in The
Lord's Prayer,

Pastor Toliver then gave the morning message, "Centennial at Ames" {The copied outline of his
original text is in this section.) The congregation afterwards sang, “Lead on Oh King Eternal” (page 478
in The Book of Hymns). Then the Benediction and postivde.

L] L o o = L} &

special recognition was given to Ora Underwood,
Evelyn Abel and Pearl Wilson for their work as a
Historical Committee in the planning, organizing and
fulfilling of the program for the day. Each was
presented a beautiful corsage,
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Pastor Max Toliver's
Centennial Sermon
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHING TON

September |0, |87%

To the Congregation of Ames Chapel
United Methadist Church

| am pleased to send each of you my warmest greetings
as you observe your anniversary. You have my best
wishes and my prayers for continued spiritual growth.

wzzf’i.a/.,




uiestern union

RAARE o b Telegram,

IDA335(1724)(1=-027933C250002)PD 09/07/75 1720
ICS IPMNAWA WSH
10150 GOVT BUWASHINGTON DC 0102 09-07 0426FP EDTT
PMS REVEREND MAXX TOLIVER
547 NORTH 3RD ST
ORLEANS IN 47452

DEAR REVEREND TOLIVER

I WOULD LIKE TO BE AMONG THE MNAY HOOSIERS WHO

WILL BE CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

AMES CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ON SEPTEMBER 16TH.

I XNOW THAT THE WORDS SPOKEN IN AMES CHAPEL HAVE

TOUCHED MANY LIVES THROUGHOUTS SOUTHERN INDIANA AND THAT

THE CONTINUED FAITH OF THE CHURCH MEMBERS HAS KEPT
AMES ALIVE.

= 13

- western union

I WISH EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU THE BEST AND HOPE THAT THE
SERVICES PROVIDED THROUGH THE ACTIVITIES AND TAACHINGS AT
AMES WILL BE FELT BY MaANY MORE HOOSIERS AS WELL

AS PEOPLE AROUND THE NATION.

AGAIN, MY BEST WISHES AND WARMEST REGARDS,
SINCERELY,
BIRCH BAYH UNITED STATES SENATOR

NNNN
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Wastport, Indiana 472813
RR 1, Box 84C
September 12, 1979

Aev. Hax Tolliver

Pagtor West Baden & Ames

United Hethodlist Churches

Orleans, Indigna L7hs52

Dear Brother Toliver & Amas Chapel Church;

I am writing to thank you& Ames Chapel Church for inviting me
ard my wife to attend the Hundreth Ammiversary Celebration of the
century of pervice rendered by the church, 5ix of tha happleat
years of my ministry of halfl a centuery were spent on the West
Baden charge of which Ames Chapel was one of six churches, I served
Ameg Chapal from 1937 to 1943. Many new paople now compose its member-
ghip. I wish it were possible meest the new people as well as the re-
maining older cnes 1 knew when it was there.

Yes, you have guessed by thls time, that my wife and I will not
be able to attend this historiec svent because she has been an invalid
for sometime. She has besn s¢ for sometime and is not even able to
attend our church hers, Iwasg officially retired at the Annual Conf-
erence in 1972. However, I served four more years after that, two

years at Hazleton and two more at RBurney, even after renting a home

here gt Westport. After fthat I filled in for the pastor here and others

when they needed help. But this has happened only one in the last year.

We surely miss going to the church meeting the people which we had done
for s0 many years.

Glve our greetings to Ames Chapel and we wish for them many more
years in the gservice of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the

people of Ames community.
Ioure in His Service,

¢¢tﬂdf¥'f..ﬁcglﬁgiﬂfﬂzzia

« ik HMrE. ames [i. Austin
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Reverend Max Tollver
647 North Third Street
rleans, Indiana 47452

Dear Reverend Toldver:

Congratulations to the Ames Chapel United Methodist Chwrch
an the occasion of its 100th amrdversary on September 16, It is
an Inspiraticn toc have such constant and steadfast spiritual

pridance in the commundty.
Best wishes for your celebration.
alncerely,

Joel Deckard
Member of Congress




PRESENT PASTOR A NATIVE SON

Take the qualities of the Southern Charm and Hooser Hospitality, combine them and you will pel a
“Graciousness of Supert Nature” This s what o5 found in the Ife of the pastor of Ames and fus wile, Rev
and Mrs, Max Taliver, more atfect:onately referred 10 as "Max and Maxine” Over the years. the Lord had
been “grooming” these precious people to be the pastors of Ames Chapel United Methodist Church and
West Baden United Methodist Church in the 1970°s and the 1980's

Max s the second native son to become an Ames pasior. He was born May S5thin Orange County, the
son of Hayden and Ethel Scarlet! Toliver

In 1927, he moved with the family o the farm
commaonly relerred to as “The Toliver Place™ just
east of the Bethe! Commumity Church The farm s
located on the old Orieans-Vincennes Road aboul
2hr miles northeast of Orangewilie At that ime the
Bethel Church was assocuated with the Chrslian
Churches and had one ol the hrsl "while map™
burial places 1o accommodate “red man (Inchan)
buriais”’

We hind the origimnal Tohwver farm contained 365
acres and 1he house was buill sometime belore the
year of [BS6 Mr & Mrs Don Larkin now own [he
home and a lew acres of the onginal tract of land

The Larkins met in San Bernarding, Califorma, were
marrsd and moved 10 Indiana Don onginates from
Ohig and fus wite. Edna_ s from Kenluchy He
described the house. ol which a concept drawing is
in fhes ook

Max attended s early schoohng in the district
of hus home and graduated from Orleans High THE TOLIVERS
School He has spent many years as a successiul Max and Maxing
businessman o and argund Orlears All the time
God was preganing fam for the mimistry of Ames-Wesl Baden Charge Alsc Max has altended Garrel]
Theglogical Seminary where he has laken extensive pastoral and ministerial courses In 1974 he was
apponted as pastor and has lanhlully and successtully fullilied his charge

Ina hifle geneology and family, he s the grandson of William A Toliver and Eliza Barnell Scarlett. On
the Scarlett hineage his grandparents were Otho Scarlett and Anna Gerlin Scarlett His anceslory
reaches back to England

In the 1940's he met and marred Maune Hall The wedding took place at Bristol. Tennessee, on
March 24 1948




Maxine was born in Jonesville (Lee County)

Virginia on October 29th and attended her Elemen-

tary and High School, and graduated from, the

Joneswille High School Afterwards, she received

business schooling and came 1o Indiana in 1943. She

15 the daughter of Ernest and Hattie Cooney Hall and

her ancesiry reaches back to Ireland and the

American Indian settlers. The Tolivers have Iwo

daughters. Stephanie and Jan. Jan was born

October 12, 1951, attended Orleans Schools where

she graduated and continued her educalion at the

Uriversity of Evanswille and the Southern Baplist

Seminary during the years of 1969 and 1977 Later

she met Bill Metcalle, a graduate of Indiana State

Uriversity of 1966 Bill, the son of Mark and Peggy

Nall Metcalle, was born December 25 1943 His

parents hived in Evansville. On February 14, 1976,

Jan and Bill were marrnied in the Paoh United

Methodist Church by the Reverend Leon Humphrey

THE TOLIVER'S HOME They reside n Evansville, where they own and

647 North Third Street operate Shuttler's Music Store.

Orleans, Indiana Stepharie, born July 26, 1957, attended the

Orleans Schools where she graduated She has

studied at the University of Evansvilie from 1975 to 1977 and at Indiana University Southeast during

1977 to 1978 She lives at home and is active in the church. She is a great asset to her father’s mimistry.

Max and Maxine are very dedicated to the work of the pastoral mimistry and possess a humble spirit
and willingness to do the Will of God in their hives.

The summary of their spirit 15 found in the following statement:

“GOD'S WILL- NOTHING MORE, NOTHING LESS AND NOTHING ELSE"

NITED METHODIST CHURCH

CHURCH SCHOOL-3-304
WORSHIP-10:45 &

- Photo by Claude D Wilson
Developed by Steve Jackson
Ellettsville, Indiana
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EARLY IMPRESSIONS OF AMES
By Raymond L. Witson Jr.

Dear Memories:

Looking back over some forty-five years, countin’ my blessings and thanking God tor Raymoend and
Estelle Wilson. my parents, my two brothers, Bob and Claude (CD j. Memories. as a young lad, of Ames
Chapel Church, the many friends and nemghbors who walked along the way, are many

The year of ‘34 were hard times; there wast no money the years of The Bug Depresson
Remember??? We lived in an old building on a farm belonging to Uncle Harry Wilson. The rent was
one-hall ol 3 buchtered hog for one year (inflation? No. just hard times ).

Mother and Daddy fixed up the old building with cardboard boxes that came from Homer Albright’s

tore and later (when it could be atforded) some wallpaper 1t was comioriable and cozy from the cold
winier winds ¥We had no plumbing na electric | still hawe my Mother's Aladdin lamp {a 1933
model s which adorns our lving room Today

Revival lime came to Ames Chapel wn the month of January [ 1934). There was a deep snow, il wal
coid rero and Delow

We walked about 17 10 2 miles 1o church Brother Haley was the Evangelist Some were fortunate to
nave fransportation bul our was on fool But walking along the way, as we came 10 each home, someone
would fall oul and journey along with us As | remember, the snow was deep and with the north wind
bicenng we would fall behind on the starting ime. but the closer we came we could hear the congregation
singing " Oh how | love Jesus”’ This would spark new hope and drive us on Oh thank You, Jesus' | can
sfill hear my Mother's lootsteps crunching in the Snow.

With this hope Mother had in her heart my Daddy was saved in this revival He met the Master and
along with hum Fus two oldest sons. (C.D was jus! past thres then but look at hem foee! ).

| remember. one Sunday rught a Northermer
Blizzard was brewing Johnnie Hustler, Ed and
Everrel Conrad had walked about one mile (from
the west] to our place to go to church. Daddy sand,

“Too bad bays to go any farther tonight, come in out
of the storm!™

With coals in the old heating stove just night.
Daddy got out the popoorn popper and a dehightful
time was had by all { The three spent the mght and
refurned home after breakfast the next day ) Lisien
and belbeve me, when the North Wind Dlew, the rug
would raise off the tioor!

Lo, today, with my faithful and devoled wile of
thirty- three years we Sitn our comioriable home
which God has prowveded and count our many
Blessings!

THE OLD POPLAR CORMER HOME

[ s W26 on Ames map)
/ oeﬂ % /.. Photok article. courtesy of Raymond L Wikson, Jr
+ | Prospect ) West Baden Springs, Indiana
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THE CENTENNIAL SERVICE

The service started with a musical prelude played by Mrs. Bill {Jo Ann Abel) Foutch. She used,
“Gentleness” from “The Music Machine” whose words and music are written by Georgian Banov and
Winnie Cook (Birdening Music, a division of Sparrow Records, Inc, 8587 Canaga Avenue, Canaga Park,
California 91304), a beautiful melody.

Pastor Max Toliver read from the Book of Phillipians, after which he prayed:

“Qur Father . . . this is Your church in Your community . .. all this entire century, of all the times
and problems, good times as well, has affected and touched so many hearts and lives, so today we
dedicate again and renew our dedication . .. our entire church . . . one that we feel is fundamental
... one of which we can completely trust . . . believing that we are following You through the Word
... we thank Thee for the past and especially the past that is the one of this nature and the future
that You will work is all that really matters _ .. so Lord, this afternoon ... we ask that Your
promize to bawithus . . (knowing that) _ .. if we gather in Your name, that You will supply Your
Holy Spirit ., . bless us and be among us ... help us to rejoice and be happy and grateful and
thankful for all that transpires ... so today, Lord, help us to celebrate, not in this house, but in
Your name. And in the name of Your Son and our Saviour ... Amen and Amen.”

Mr. Don Miller then led the congregation in singing "0 for 2 Thousand Tongues to Sing™ (page 1 in
The Book of Hymns), followed by singing "Amazing Grace” (page 92, same hymn book).

special music was provided by a group from the West Baden Methodist Church. Betsy Horner,
Marjorie Seybold and Virginia Emmons sang “Almost Home' by John R, Clements and B. D. Ackley,
published by The Rodeheaver Company. Betsy played the piano, Mrs. Pauline Sanders wrote an extra
verse, aspecially for the Ames Celebration, to go with the melody. It reads "Almost home! A hundred years
have passed, This Church throughout the years, strong now as in the past. Almost Home, Ames Chapel's
still the same; A Welcome now and then a love wide open door.

Jo Ann Foutch sang a beautiful song, "'l Love Him". (The words and music are by Robert W, Muncie,
who owns the copyright with all rights reserved).

Rev. Claude D. Wilson was introduced by Rev. Toliver. Rev, Wilson, a native of the Ames Chapel
community, gave a summary of the early beginnings and history of the church, all of which are contained
{and more) in this book

Marjorie and Linda Stone (mother and daugher) sang "How Long Has It Been?" (The words and
music by Mosie Lister, published by the Mosie Lister Publications, P.O. Box 644, Tampa, Florida,
copyrighted 1956, by Mosie Lister, in "Heartfelt Songs". International copyright secured).

Forest Kerby introduced the former pastors who were present. They were the Reverends Howard
Wardrip, R. J. Chance, and Ronald Lawhead.

Raymond L. Wilson and his daughter, Mrs. Merrill {June) Stephenson, sang “The Old Country
Church” (due to copyright laws, this is the only song that the author has permission to reproduce) and
“Precious Memories”. June's son, Bill, accompanied them at the piano,

Rev. Howard Wardrip delivered an interesting and stirring message. The outline of the sarmon can be
read with the account of the Wardrips.

The congregation then joined together in singing "Blest Be The Tie" (page 306 of The Book of
Hymns).

Don Miller sang “The Evening Prayer’" (source is uncertain).

The dismissal prayer and benediction wera given by Rev. Ronald Lawhead, former pastor.
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