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IV, (2) Samuel Chew Madden (George Jr., George Sr., Barnabas).

Samuel, of course, bore his mother's maiden name as his middle name. He was
9 years old when the family moved to Indiamna. In 1857 his father died, and at the
age of 29 Samuel inherited the family farm and apple ai'chards. He, his wife Lydia
inn Marks Madden, and their six-year-old son Miles, lived in a house on the south
side of the road, across from that of Samuel's parents. (See No. 4 in slcetc't; on pPe
217-b.) The location of Sylvania wandered around the township as the residents vied
for the position of postmaster. In 1865 or 1866 Samuel Chew Madden was named postmaster,

and the official center of Sylvania for the next two years was in the northwest corner
of Samuel's yard, where the road turned east, a mile and a quarter north of the cross-
roads known as present-day Sylvania. Zﬁadden, Samuel Chew:"Early History of Liberty
Township", installment 1l; see p. 294 helowj My father told me, a century later in
1966, that when he, Loyd, was a boy, Samuel had a little store where the postoffice

had been. Here he sold calico, stick candy, and the little "red hots" (cinnamon pellets
so popular with children for generations). Here Samuel also weighed the side meats,
hams, and shoulders, and packed them in salt brine for shipment by raft down the

nearby Wabash and Erie canal, to the Wabash, Ohio, and Mississippi Rivers to the
markets of New Orleans. Prices in those days are interesting today: calico sold at

50 cents a yard and salt at five dollars a barrel; a farmm hand was paid 37+ cents a

day in harvest time, when he reaped the grain with a hand sickle or scythe. @.F.
Bowen & Co.: "Parke and Vermillion Counties, Indiana". 1913. p. 700./

In addition to the harness for the farm horses of the community, an important
product of the Madden tanyard was shoes, made by certain neighbora of the Maddens
before the introduction in rural Indiana of inexpensive "factory-mades". Crudely

formed, usually without laces or buttons, undifferentiated between left and right

- feet, shoes in the 1850s were needed no less for modesty's sake at public meetings

such as church services and school oratorical contests than for protection from the
winter snows. Shortly after the tanyard closed in 1853 or 1854 Nathan Lindley maired
to a farm bordering the Madden land on the north (see map on p. 273) and opened a
-aﬁoa shop; soon he was Jjoined by Jehu Woody in partnership. On Lindley's death in
1859 Woody continued making shoes until about 1864, when he sold out to John McCoy;

the McCoy shoe shop was still standing until the 1930s, a few feet from the house
wnere I was born and grew up. McCoy finally retired from the business about 1870.

- Samuel Chew Madden, who had worked sporadically with leather in making and repairing

harness, amused himself with a sidelight on country business practices of the day. Here

- 13 what he presented his friend Woody to post in his shop in late 1861:
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Un New Year's Day in Sixty-two

The credit aystem will fall through

And you must pay me /all/ my dues
For the making of your shoes.

3ix per cent I will refund
when the cash syatem is begun.

Prepare yourselfs, I am mot in fun,
My accounts I can't let run.

Work all the time and get no pay For your favors that are past

Is throwing time and stock away. In my memory long will last
And my debts can never pay And may the future, like the past,
Nof this one side of Judgment Day. Let me mark for you a last.

den, S.C.: Notebook No. 2, pp. 2-3; No. 4, pp. 7-8./

The long days of winter oftem found Samuel writing prose or versifying at his
wWriting board fastened to the wall beneath the east window of the bedroom of his housa.

e found kindred spirits among the other young people of the community, and in early
1865 he and his friends started the Rush Creek Literary Band, to give readings and

to play charades. In 1867 the Rush Creekers were imnvited by the Literary Society of
Coloma (& hamlet in Reserve Township, ten miles south of Sylvania) to a pienic and an
afternoon of readings at Turkey Run (now Turkey Run State Park). So pleased were the
Mush Creekers with their own declamations that they thought they should immortalize

them in a tri-monthly periodical, givem away to anyone interested. 3amuel was chosen
t0 draft the announcement:

FOR THE RUSH CHEEX TIMES

A paper we propose to edit Cn arts and science it will treat;
To our patrons as a credit, In literature it will be complete.

ahich we propose to call The Timea. For our gay and festive scenes
T'will be composed of prose and rhymesS.... We far surpass all magazines....

A spicy sheet we'll try to make it
To all subscribers who may take it. /and so on. From S.C.Madden'

Give us your names; we'll send it free Notebook No. 4, pp. 20-22,

To any place you chance to be.

Samuel's notebooks furnished grist for the milla of two Hoosier newspapers a full
generation after his death. Kate Milner Rabb's column, "The Hoosier Listening Post"

¥as a popular feature on Indiana history and folklore in the Indianapolis Star, running
daily without a break from 1920 until her death one month before her Tlst birthday in

1951, With a master's degree from Indiana University and the authorship of several
books behind her, she was appointed to the Indiana Historical Commission in 1923, and
slected president of the Woman's Press Club of Indiana in 1929, On the firat of May
190 she opened her column by saying that a friend, Mrs. Theodore Craven, had brought
her a letter written in 1847 to 3amuel Chew Madden by his cousin, Miles Chew.

Accompanying the letter was Samuel's diary from July 1847 through early 1850, thus
covering the time he was 19 through 22; it ends a few months before his marriage to




Lydia Ann Marks. Mrs. Rabb ran the diary through more than three dozen daily install-
ments, with her editorial comments on "that delightful book of pioneer life in Indiana"
spotlighting such passages as this final poem about a travelling circus:

I went the other day to see The sacred cow, the common coon,
Van Amberg's great menagerie. The ibex and the old baboon,
I'1l try and tell the best I know The king of beasts (the lion bold).
What all I saw at that great show. With all his majestic strength behold
The elephant, of course, was there, The Bengal tiger, too, was there,
Some guinea pigs, the common hare, The black, and also grizzly, bear.
The cameleopard there we view, The screaming panther's shriek we hear
The stealthy fox, the kangaroo, And with much pleasure view the deer..

Z;nd 80 on, for 22 more 1ineaj

A year later, in April 1931, Arthur A. Hargrave, editor of the Rockville
Republican, published in the county seat of Parke County, found himself in possession
of a manuscript history written by Samuel nearly 50 years before. The ten installments
of that "Harly History of Liberty Township are given here in pp. 293-304.

-'Samﬁel apparently liked to whittle and carve. I have a snake-and-dove he carved
and mounted on a board: the snake (representing the evils of alcohol) stalkgs the dove
(symbol of innocence)., Samuel also left a painted sign, étill in the family:

This plow and hoe,
This sickle and froe:
I used them all

Long years ago.
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MADDEN CORNER
Parke County, Indiana

(Sec. 11, Twp. 17, R=-8 West)
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George Madden Jr., log house and spring (1837).

H;rlan Harvey's log house (1836).

Tanyard (1836). -

Samuel Chew Madden's house, postoffice, and store (1850).

Miles McNutt Madden's house (1872). Site now (1980s) of Richard Cory's home.
Loyd Samuel Madden's house (1900-1940s). Earlier, John and Betsy McCoy's.
Rebecca Commons Madden farm. '

Joel and Piety Grimes Commons house in 188<.
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Scanned image of an original clipping as it appeared in The Indianapolis Star
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in On Oect. 10, 1848, Samuel Chew
'C- | Madden noted in his diary that it
was “‘warm, warm.” He had been
b~ | Working hard, “cutting and drawiﬁg

in stable logs and a load or two of
e wood.”” The next day *I gathered
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is | &5 We ever gathered in this state
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ag | Only three bushels from a “‘patch”

1d | “that ought to have had twenty-five

»d | OF thirty. The potato rot will make

- | potatoes scarce in these diggins '’
53 explains, 88ins,” he

ne| + |
ar Fourth day, the eighteenth. To-
14 | day I hewed a log to fix a bridge
s [ to go into the barn. Split some rails
1t |2nd cut some wood. There was as
e | eavy a white frost this morning
n-188 I ever saw. A person could al-
g | most tra_ck rabbits in it. And this

r. | €vening it is a-sprinkling rain.”
i-| On the twenty-fifth: “I went to
| Scufflesville to hear Richard W,
Tho:_npson speak.” Hauling wood
'm | helping _ Thomas Lindley '
i¢- | foundation of a crib and cornhouse,
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e- | getting  out wheat and Oi
de|t0 a stable-raising at the "mgid?v%
w- | Woody’s"” occupied the next days.
8- | ~ + -+ '

or. “Third day, October thirtv-first -
‘01' started soon this morningytom{fag
€= Dorn’s mill with a load of wheat,
| I found the roads very muddy. We
have had a few quilters at our
2nu;:a.t9ﬂayif ’{‘{his %vening I killéd
irie chicken ]

stone at it.” Y B

+ + =
The first mention of Covington, in
Fountain county, is made in the en-
= |try for Nov. 2. “This smorning I
a- [ helped to load up a load of wheat. I
ther: sll::’arted to Covington,
on to Prairie creek and stopped an
iy |fed. Thomas Hadley and Lgm?i Dickg
sSoon came up. We drove together
ag from there to town. After we had
unloaded we selected a place to
camp. After we had taken care of
1€ | the horses we commenced running
s | round and kept that up till a late bed-
o |time. We all piled into Tom'’s wagon

and layed till morning.”

- A
I “Sixth day, the third. This is not
a very pleasant looking- morning.
About 2 o'clock we left the village.
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We traveled on about nine mi

gether and I had to leave m;rle:of;:
pany and came by Van Dorn’s mill, I
got home just at dark. This has been .
& Vvery unpleasant day to travel X

had some bad 1 ' |
ot uck but it mjg_'ht be

q

ey
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- e
' On the “first day’” he

writﬁ_ - what he is
mention many times later: ‘T put gg

a boiled shirt this morni "
oo o rning and went

Politics again. ‘“Third day, the 7th
I ha.*_ve put in the whole diy at the.
election. Hurrah for Taylor! I shall -

not give a minute detail
have seen today.” w ki I
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days later, it was so ver -7
nught be termed winter yw?eoigherl's
‘Wl‘ltes' Samuel. In spite of this, fm
went ““down to Sylvania and joined
the Secret Benevolent Society.”” The
next day: *“I cut out a road out
west for the accommodation of my-
self and others’” and caught a very
bad cold which compelled him “‘to
loaf for a day or two.” While ‘“loaf-
E:tlgha};e %ttemptggj another industry:
e been bug in
LTS making some buckskin
R |

A ‘“‘candy fixing’”” must have bee
fixin n
a candy pulling. He went to West-
port on the 16th. “I got home abou

2 o'clock p. m.” On the next “ﬂrqu.j

da.):“ l_w went over to Thomas LindE

}?ys In company with his friends,
J. G. Thompson, Elw , Isaac and

Barclay Harvey and Hiram and Jon-

ndley, and I think that we

rank a little cider if I am not mis-
taken.” 2%

, _— e 4.

On Oct. 25 he wrote: ““This after-
noon I went to Westport and helped.
to raise a Taylor pole and burn a
tar barrel and many other things too

tedious to mention. I ex ect to sta
in this burgh tonight.” p 4

. . ar m

“First day, the twenty-sixth, I
stayed at T. W. Compton’s in the
city of Westport last night. After
breakfast I lumbered for the flat
wood. I came on to Uncle Barclay’'s
and stopped a few minutes, and then |
went on to meeting. After I came
home and got my dinner I went down
to town and spent the afternoon.
This will pass for a winter day.”




