OBITS

OF ST JOSEPH CO, SO BEND IN

FOUND IN GONIEC POLSKI, SOUTH

BEND TRIBUNE, REGISTER, MISHAWAKA

ENTERPRISE

[To assist those who will in future years will be seeking data on their families, I have taken the liberty of including [from obits] - family members who have married, changed their names, or moved away.]   Gertrude “Lucky” Ladewski 

BECK_to_ BEZEREDY     

MRS ADOLPHUS BECK


Born 15 Mar 1887 Tenn; came to Indiana in 1923; d] 7 May 1939 of 229 N Sadie.  Had been ill 1 week.  In 1906 married Adolphus.  Survivors include three brothers: Royal & Nathaniel Mahone, both of Jacksonville IN and David Mahone of Chicago IL.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MRS WIKTORIA BECK


Born 17 Oct 1870 Poland; d] 6 Oct 1938 of 1113 W Grace.  Had been ill 2 weeks.  Buried at St Joseph Cem.  Her husband, Wilhelm  [William] died in 1935.  Survivors are a son, Bert Beck.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MRS RITA BECKER


Born 13 Jun 1915; d] 3 Oct 1979.   As Rita Gramza she married Becker 18 Feb 1939 in Mishawaka IN.  Surviving are two sisters, Mrs Mary Wheeler and Mrs Judy Butler and three brothers:  Edward Gramza of Dolton Ill., Daniel Gramza of Evanston Ill and Timothy Gramza of South Bend.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CASIMIR BECZKIEWICZ


Born 26 Jan 1893; c] 21 May 1985, age 92 of Healthwin Hospital at 12:30 p.m.  Had retired from White Farm Equip. Co.  Services at St Stephen's Catholic Church, buried at St Joseph Cem.  His wife Bella died in 1952. He leaves 2 daughters, Mrs Carol Gadacz & Mrs Florence Horvath.  One son, Edward Beczkiewicz.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LEON  [LEONARD]  BECZKIEWICZ


Infant son of Anton & Emily Beczkiewicz of 715 S. Chapin died Sat. 17 Apr 1904 after a short illness.  The Burial was at Cedar Grove Cemetery.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PETER A BECZKIEWICZ


Born 18 Jan 1898; d] 10 Mar 1981 in Indianapolis IN, age 83.  Former public official; arrived in USA in 1881.  Lived in Philadelphia, then So Bend.  Had been a former officer in Polish Army in France.  He joined Gen. Haller's Polish Army organized in the US.  Fought on the Western front and against the Bolshevicks during an invansion of Poland in 1920.   He was Portage Twp Trustee from 1926 to 1934, St Joseph Co Treasurer from 1936 to 1940;  Ind. State Tax Commissioner from 1941 to 1948; Ind. Alcoholic Beverage Commissioner from 1964 to 1969.  Retired in Mar 1969.  Graduated from Notre Dame University in 1919.  Buried at St Joseph Cem in South Bend.  Survivors include his wife, the former Genevieve Grzesk and two sons; Peter  A Jr and Thomas J Beczkiewicz.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SADIE E BECZKIEWICZ


Born 20 Jun 1902; d] 15 Jan 1967, age 64 of 1009 E Jefferson, in her home at 12:30 p.m.  Retired from Studebaker Corp.  Services at St Hedwig Catholic Church, buried at St Joseph Cem.  Survivors include his brother, Peter A Beczkiewicz of Indianapolis; two nephews, Lt Col Peter A Beczkiewicz at Ft Knox Ky and Thomas Beczkiewicz at IN University in Bloomington IN.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MARIE BEDNAR - MRS ALOJSY AFTOWSKI

Born 15 Aug 1896 Neparocz Czechoslovakia; d] 21 Dec 1985 at  St Joseph Medical Center;  age 89 of 23920 In Rt #2.  Has lived in So Bend for 80 years and was a former employee at Studebaker's and the University of Notre Dame.  Burial at St Joseph Cem. Her husband Alojsy Aftowski died in 1952.                                                                                 

Survivors include 4 daughters, Mrs Evelyn Grabarz, Mrs Ginny DeVreese, Mrs Patricia Czarnecki, all of So Bend, and Mrs Marie Smith of Riverside CA.  Two son, Peter & Jack F Aftowski.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ANNA BEITLER - MRS BERNARD PUTZ


b] 14 May 1910; d] 26 Mar 1985, age 74 of 62525 Oak Road.  Buried in St Joseph Cem.  On 9 Oct 1928 mar Bernard Putz .

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LEO J BEITLER


Born  25 Jul 1908; d] 15 Nov 1981, age 73 of 452 S Camdem at St Joseph Medical Center.  Had been ill for six months.  Employed as a supervisor at Raco INc.  Services at St Adalbert's Catholic Church; entombment at the Garden of Love Mausoleum, St Joseph Cem.  On 8 Oct 1938 he married Emily Wozniak who survives with a daughter, Mrs Dianne Paulus of Phoenix AZ.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ANDREW BEJMA



Born  14 Sept 1868, a gormer resident of So Bend, died 14 Sept 1965 in Milwaukee Wisc.  Services held at St Adalbert's Catholic Church, burial in Milwaukee.  In 1893 he married Agnes Tuligowski who died in 1943 in Milwaukee.  Survivors are one brother, Joseph Bejma Sr  of   South Bend and his children: Walter, Joseph, Casimi, Theresa, Elizabeth,  Gertrude & Frank Bejma, and Mrs Helen Bartkowiak, Mrs Blanche Lambert, & Mrs Mary Toth. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FRANK BEJMA


Born  27 Nov 1921 in Milwaukee Wi; killed in action over Belgium 7 Jan 1945; WW II.  He was the son of Andrew & Agnes Bejma of Wisconsin.  He entered service as a paratrooper 28 Jul 1942.  Memorial mass was held 16 Feb 1945 at St Stanislaus Catholic Church in Milwaukee Wi.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HELEN BEJMA - NEE RONKOWSKI


Born 5 Mar 1866 in Poland; arrived here in 1892; d] 30 Apr 1941, age 75 of 124 S Chestmut.  Had been ill for 2 months.  Services at St Hedwig Catholic Church, burial at St Joseph Cem.   As Lena Ronkowski she married Joseph Bejma who survives.  Children: Mrs Stanislawa Napieralski,   Joseph Jr, Stanley W, Louis,  Wladyslaw and Aloysius [Ollie] Bejma, all of So Bend. Survivors include two sisters, Mrs Joan Dygulski and Mrs Mary Dombrowski and three brothers, Frank, Adolph and Jacob Ronkowski, all of Poland

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JOSEPH S BEJMA [AKA BROWN]


Born  1 Mar 1898; d] 13 Jul 1981, age 83 of 124 S. Chestnut street after a brief illness.  Was retired from Morris Inn.  Services at St Hedwig's Catholic Church, bur  at St Joseph Cemetery.

  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STANLEY W BEJMA [AKA JACK]

b] 27 Apr 1904; d] 4 Feb 1984, age 79 of 2428 W Grace street after a lengthy illness.  Was retired from the Bendix Corp.  SErices at St Adalbert's CAtholic Church.  Entombment at Resurrection Gadens mausoeleum at St JOseph Cem.  On 14 Feb 1928 mar Irene Buczynski, who survives with their children: Mrs Mary Jane Stopczynski of So Bend, Mrs Patricia Howard of Mishawaka IN, Barbara Bejma of Houston Tx; three  sons;   Eugene S of Detroit MI and Robert B Bejma of Ashland City Tenn, and Bernard D Bejma of So Bend.   Also one brother, Aloysius [Ollie] Bejma.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JACOB EMIL BELL


Died 9 Oct 1995, son of Jennifer VanEs and Peter Bell, of Fort Wayne, was dead at birth at 6:40 p.m. Monday in Parkview Memorial Hospital, Fort Wayne.  Surviving besides his parents are grandparents, Mary Bell and Marvin Bell, both of Fort Wayne, and Jeanine VanEs of South Bend, and great grandmothers, Johanna VanEs and Helen Janicki, both of South Bend.


Servieces were in New Apostolic Church of North America, Fort Wayne.  Burial will be in Riverview Cemetery, SBd.   McComb & Sons Funeral Home, Ft Wayne, is in charge of  arrangements.


 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JOHN S BELLA JR


Born 23 Mar 1908; d] 8 Nov 1985, age 77 of 4629 S Main.  Former Studebaker employee, and foreman at Comso Corp for 10 years, then at Koszegi Vinyl Products for 14 years.  Services at St Jude's Catholic Church, burial at St Joseph Cem.  On 15 Oct 1929 mar Blanche C Rachwalski who survives, with two sons, Robert J & Ron Bella of South Bend, along with two sisters: Mrs Veronica Herczeg and Mrs Regina Hafron and four brothers: Steve, Julius, Joseph and Arthur Bella.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JOSEPH A BELLA


Born 7 Sept 1898; d] 27 Mar 1980 at Healthwin hospital at age 81 formerly of 1411 N Johnson after a lengthy illness.  Retired from Drewry's Ltd as a painter.  Services at St Stanislaus Catholic Church, burial at Highland Cemetery.  His first wife, Viola Toth died in 1957.  On 14 Jun 1958 married Mrs Irene Chrzanowski, who survivies with  his daughter Mrs Kathleen Stafford of Decatur MI and step children, Thomas Chrzanowski of So Bend and Eugene Chrzanowski of San Leandro CA.
 One sister and brother: Mrs Ann Nyikos of Virginia and Stephen Bella of So Bend.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MRS HELEN BELYA - NEE TRACZUK [N CHGED TO TRACE / TRACY


Born] 24 Sept 1917; d] 26 Mar 1982 in St Vincent's Hospital, in Indianapolis IN; age 65, formerly of 1098 Patty Land after a brief illness.  Served in WW II as a M/Sgt in the US Army Air Corp.  Serives at St ANthony DePadua Catholic Church, burial at Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens in Osceola IN.  Her daughter Mrs Pamela Wilson of South Bend survives, and her family:  Mrs Ann Whitcomb, Mrs Lauretta Graham of Muncie IN, Mrs Mary Ellen Suchodolski of Doylestown PA, Mrs Margaret O'Conner of Philadelphia Pa, & Mrs Ruth Dalton of Venice Fla.  Three brothersm Eugene Trace of Stockton of Ca., Chester Trace of Harrington  PA,  Edward TRace of martinsville IN.  A brother Lucius Trace of Penn. preceded her in death.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HELEN M BELZOWSKI  NEE KUK


Born 18 Sept 1924; d] 27 Mar 1994  LaPorte IN, age 69 at LaPorte Hospital, formerly of 1701 W 5th St in LaPorte.  Short illness. Services at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, burial in Pine Lake Cemetery in LaPorte.  On 14 Oct 1946 she married Emil C Belzowski.  He died 7 Mar 1985.  Surviving are a daughter, Mrs Carol J Welsh of Union Mills, four grandchildren; two sisters Jane Kuk of LaPOrte and Mrs Stella Rice of Mesa Ariz and two brothers, Gustave Kuk of LaPorte and Casimir Kuk of Anta Ana CA

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HOWARD G BENDER


Born 6 Jun 1912 in Fort  Wayne IN; d] 6 Oct 1995, age 83 of Fruitland Park Fla; died at 4:45 a.m. in Avante at Leesburg Fla Nursing Home.   Memorial services in Sheets Funeral HOme in Churubusco IN; burial in Bel River Cemetery, Churubusco.  


On 29 Mar 1941 in Fort Wayne IN he married Annabelle Graham.  She survives with two daughters, Mrs Iris Radecki of So Bend and Mrs Jeanette Emley of Fort Wayne;  a son, Gregory G Bender of Fort Wayne;  seven grandchildren; one great grandson; and a sister Mrs Hazel Ludwig of Kendallville IN.  Memorial contributions may be made to Allen Co Cancer Society.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CAROL BENJAMIN - MRS RAY KAZMIERCZAK

Born 19 Jul 1936; d] 19 Aug 1995.  A memorial service for Carol Kazmierczak, age 59, of Ann Arbor Mich, formerly of So Bend, who died Aug 19 in Pentwater Mich, while vacationing at the family cottage, was Aug 22 in First Unitarian Church of Ann Arbor.  Cremation has taken place.  Tate Funeral Home in Pentwater was in charge of arrangements. 


Mrs Kazmierczak was head of the physical therapy department from 1980-1989 at Healtwin Hospital.  On 18 Jul 1959 in Monticello IN as Carol Benjamin, she married Ray Kazmierczak.  He survives with a daughter, Mrs Jody Knister of Hinsdale Ill and two sons, Craig Kazmierczak of Ann Arbor MI and Neal kazmierczak of Palo Alto CA.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FRANK J BENNETT

Born 28 Jul 1900.  H left So Bend in 1931 and moved to Oregon; d] 22 Jan 1938 in Portland Ore.  To be buried in Portland.  His wife, the former Theresa Kapinski died in 1933 in Portand.  Survivors  include two sisters, Mrs Mary Kess and Mrs Iva Bates of So Bend, and two brothers, Robert  Bennett Jr of Iowa and L W Bennett of Iowa.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GAROLD K BENNETT


Born 19 Dec 1954 in Niles Mich; d] 28 Feb 1980 of 1025 Daxson in Lansing Mich of a gunshot wound.  Burial in St JOseph Cen.  His parents are Jack V Bennett and Mrs Harry Nowak of Mishawaka IN, his paternal grandmother, Mrs O T Bennett of Tullahoma Tx, his sister, Mrs Sandra J Zakrocki, and his brothers; Charles V Bennett of Lansing MI,  and Marine Gunnery Sgt Steven Bennett.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CASIMIR A BENTKOWSKI

Born 5 Feb 1894 Poland; d] 24 May 1965, age 71.  Services at St Mary's Polish Natl Catholic Church, burial at St Joseph Cem.   On 27 Apr 1920 mar Maryann Lewandowski who survives with 5 daughters: Mrs Rose Kalka, Mrs Josephine Dembinski, Mrs Lorraine Piechocki, Mrs Evelyn Lyczynski and Mrs Patricia Skierkowski; a son Chester Bentkowski, all of So Bend.

MARYANN BENTKOWSKI - NEE LEWANDOWSKI


Born 15 Aug 1899 Scranton PA; d] 17 Sept 1985, age 86, of 58255 Windsor Ave, buried at St Joseph Cem.   Her husband  Casimir died in 1965. [Children listed in husband's obit].  Survivors include two brothers;  George  MASON [ N CHGED] and James Lewandowski.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

] JOANNA BENTKOWSKI - MRS ALBERT DYBULSKI 


[AKA JENNIE BIENKOWSKI - ANASTASIUS DYGULSKI

Born 28 Dec 1880  Marusek Poland; arrived in USA in 1905; d] Jan 1957 of 1507 Fassnacht at 11 p.m. at home.  Had been ill for two days. Services at St Stanislaus Catholic Church, burial at St Joseph Cem.   Married in Poland to Albert who died in 1949.  CHildren: Bert Dybulski of Mishawaka IN, Clem, Edward,  Henry and Helen Dybulski; Mrs  Nettie Banicki, Mrs Mary Szekely, Mrs  Bernice Nitka. [translated from Goniec Polski]

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SOPHIE BENTKOWSKI - NEE MUSZYNSKI


Born  22 Apr 1903; d] 8 Oct 1981, age 78 of Carlyle Nursing Home after a lengthy illness.  Services at St Mary's Polish Natl'  Church, burial at St Joseph Cem.   In 1924  married Joseph Bentkowski, who died in 1971. Surviving are two sisters,  Mrs Lottie Cooper and Agnes and a brother Joseph Muszynski.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STANISLAW BENTKOWSKI



Born 2 Apr 1866 Poland; d] 11 Jan 1962, age 95.  Services at St Mary's Polish Natl  Catholic Church, burial at St  Joseph Cem.  His wife Stanislawa died in 1936.  Children:   Mrs Mary S Grzesiak, Mrs Wladyslawa Lewandowski, Mrs Helen Grzeszak, Mrs Rose Newton,  Casimir  & Joseph  Bentkowski, all of South Bend.


STANISLAWA BENTKOWSKI; 

Born 1871; d] 16 Apr 1936, on her 65th birthday at 11:45 a.m.  Had been ill for 5 weeks.  Came to So Bend from Braddock PA 32  years ago.  Services held at St Mary's Polish National Catholic Church, burial at St Joseph Cem.


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WALTER BENTKOWSKI


Born 25 Feb 1909; d] 16 Aug 1979, age 70 of 1715 W Dunham at 5:25 a.m. at Memorial Hospital after a brief illness. He retired from Oliver Corp.  Served as a Pvt in US Army in WW II.  Services held at St Casimir Catholic Church, burial at St Joseph Cem.


[SBd Trib. article: Walter Bentkowski of 1715 W Dunham, accompanied  John F Goralczyk & John Kalka to So Bend from Califormia . He lived there from 15 Sept 1929 to 3 Aug 1929 at 166 Embariadia St,  San Francisco CA.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VINCENT BERDYCH


Born 30 Dec 1894 Poland; arrived in US in 1910; d] 24 Sept 1980, age 85, at St Joseph Hospital after a brief illness.  He lived at 1514 Kemble and was retired from Studebaker Corp.  Veteran of WW I.  Services at St Hedwig Catholic Church, buried at St Joseph Cem.  On 26 Jan 1920 married Pauline Wenderski who d] 1942.  Om 1943 he married Victoria Holewinski who died in 1979.  Suvivors are a daughter, Mrs Vivian P Kloska and a son Eugene Berdych.

MRS VICTORIA BERDYCH, NEE HOLEWINSKI


Born 12 Apr 1899 Michigan, came to So Bend 60 years ago; d] 23 Dec 1979 at age 80 at 2 p.m.  at St Joseph Hospital after a brief illness.  Was a former employee of C E Lee Co.  Services at St Hedwig Catholic Church.    Two sisters, Mrs Helen Kowalski & Mrs Joan Shafer; one brother, Walter Holewinski.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FRANCISZEK BERDZINSKI [AKA BIRDZINSKI]

Born 22 Nov 1865 Poland; d] 24 Nov 1931, age 66 of 301 S Dundee; had been ill 3 weeks with pneumonia.  Buried at St Joseph Cem.  Survivors are his wife Anna, and a duaghter Mrs George Zalas.  Also brothers and sisters in Poland [not listed in obit.]

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MICHAEL BERDZINSKI


Born  29 Sept 1874 Poland, cmae here in 1897, d] Feb 1937, of 618 S Pualaski, having been ill for 5 weeks.  Ser vices at St Adalbert's Catholic Church.  His body will be shown at Mrs Mary Walorski, 605 S Pulaski.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MRS NETTIE BERNAS - NEE ANASTAZYA SIATKOWSKI


Born 13 Feb 1895 Buffalo NY; d] 5 Feb 1964, age 68 after a lengthy illness.  Services at St Adalbert's Catholic Church, burial at St Joseph Cem.   In 1914 she married  Lawrence [Wawrzyniec] Bernas.  Two daughters, Mrs Antonette Luchowski and Mrs ALice Mary Garner; three sons;  George & Edward Bernas of South Bend, and Lawrence Bernas Jr of Tippecanoe IN.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MARY BERNDT [AKA BARNES] - MRS AUGUST GRABOWSKI

 
Born  8 Jan 1866 Essen Germany; arrived here in 1877; d] Feb 1937, age 71 of 1201 S Carrol, having been ill for 2 years.  [Obit states she resumed name of BARNES after husband died.]  Survivors: Albert Barnes of New York City, Frederick, Edward, Elizabeth  and Harry Thomas Barnes.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHARLES [CARL] BERTA


Born  7 Oct 1911; d] 15 Oct 1978 after a lengthy illness at the Osteopathic Hospital.  Buried at Highland CEm.  On 27 Aug 1938 married Mary Hegedus who survives, a daughter, Mrs Doris Salata and son, Carl Berta; two sisters, Mrs Irma SMith of Highland IN and Mrs Elma Whitt of So Bend;  four brothers, Julius, ALex, Joseph, & John Berta, all of So Bend.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLIFFORD A BETZ



Born  12 Aug 1911; d] 29 Apr 1982, age 70 of 62283 Orange Rd at Miller's Merry Manor in Walkerton IN after a long illness. Employed as parts mgr. at Gates Chevolet & retired in 1976.  Services at Sumption Prarie United methodist Church, burial at Sumption Prarie Cemetery. On 12 Aug 1930 married ELsie C Crilow who survives, with two daughters, mrs Beverly Borkowski of North Liberty IN and Mrs Dixie Rensberger of Lakeville IN; a brother,  Lawrence Betz and two sisters, Mrs Stella Dare of Osceola IN and Mrs mary Richey of Terry MT.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MRS MARY BEYER [AKA BEJER] - NEE PASZEK


Born   7 Mar 1881; d] 19 Apr 1960, age 79 of 835 W Thomas.  Buried at Cedar Grove Cem. Survivors are two brothers, Rev Hilary J Paszek, CSC of Czartoryski Poland, George F Paszek of South Bend and a sister Mrs Stella Zoss of So Bend.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MRS LORRAINE BERZAI - NEE KLOSOWSKI


Born  26 Jan 1924; d] 15 Nov 1994, age 70 of Dorothy St at 9:10 a.m. in her home after an illness.  Services held at Our Lady of Hungary Catholic Church, burial at St Joseph Cem.  She retired in 1988 from Memorial Hospital in the data processing department.  On 29 Jan 1946 married John J Berzai.  He survives with a daughter, Mrs Pamela Cybulski of Mishawaka, a son, Michael of Mishawaka, four grandchildren and a brother, James "Kelly" Klosowski of South Bend.


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THERESA BEZEREDY



Born  23 Oct 1916; d] 9 Jan 1981, age 64 of 126 N Greenlawn  Avenue.  Had been ill 1 week.  Retired from Indiana Bell.  Services held t St Anthony De Padua Catholic Church, burial at Sacred Heart Cem.  Survivors  are a sister, Mrs Rose Wentland and a brother, Stephen Bezeredy.

