Linus R. Gerber

July 3, 1940 – April 22, 1999
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   Linus R. Gerber, 58, co-owner in the Gerber Bros. Super Valu food chain, died at 3:15 p.m. Thursday at his home at 11127N 600E, Ossian. 
   Mr. Gerber opened his first store at Ossian on Jan. 1, 1970 and later acquired stores in Bluffton, Berne, Portland and Wapakoneta, Ohio, along with his brother, Sam. On July 25, 1984, Mr. Gerber acquired the Bluffton store and on Oct. 12, 1992 bought an old store at Portland, where he opened a new store on Oct. 23, 1996 and sold it on Jan. 4, 1998. The Wapakoneta store was sold in 1983. 
   He was an officer and director at Mariner Condos in Marco, Fla., and also in similar capacities at the Wawasee Condos. Mr. Gerber was active also in his community and church, the Apostolic Christian, becoming an usher in the East Church at Vera Cruz in 1980 and as assistant to the head usher in 1982 at the North Church at Bluffton and being named head usher in 1987. In 1988, he was named to the advisory board of the Super Valu food chain. He became a director in January 1997 of the Christian Care Retirement Center. 
   Since 1972, he served as a Little League sponsor and helped coach the Gerber Bros. team. He was a member of the Ossian Lions Club and served for 10 years as a director at Ossian for the United Way. For the Ossian Days festival in 1998, he was named the parade's grand marshal. 
   Mr. Gerber was born at Blufton July 3, 1940 to Ralph O. and Mildred Frauhiger Gerber. His marriage at Bluffton on Feb. 15, 1959 was to Nancy Shady, who survives. 
   In addition to his mother and wife, he is survived by a son, Jarrod Gerber of Bluffton; two daughters, Mrs. Rick (Jackie) Jenkins of Ossian and Mrs. Mark (Jill) Middaugh of Auburn; a brother, Sam Gerber of Bluffton; a sister, Mrs. Rick (Sandy) Mendenhall of Bluffton; and five grandchildren. 
   Services will be at 2 p.m. Sunday at the Bluffton North Apostolic Christian Church with ministers of the church officiating.   Burial will be in the church cemetery at Vera Cruz.   Visitation hours at Goodwin Memorial Chapel in Bluffton will be today from 4 to 8 p.m., Saturday from 1 to 8 p.m., and at the church on Sunday for one hour prior to the service. 
   Memorials to the Christian Care Retirement Center or to the Wells County Chapter of the American Cancer Society. 
